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ªTwo deeply held convictions unite us in common 

purpose. First, is our belief in effective, responsive, local 

government as a principal bulwark of freedom. Second, is our 

faith in the great promise of Sister City af® liations in helping build 

the solid structure of world peace.º

- U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower

PHOTO: Betty Wilson, the fourth president of the Board of Directors for Sister Cities 
International, smiles with President Eisenhower during the 10th anniversary celebration.

A Salute to Our Founders

We salute President Dwight D. Eisenhower, and the many 
pioneers of the sister city movement for their devotion to 

fostering respect, mutual understanding and peace among people.
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A 

A Welcome from Leadership

Dear Honored Guests & Friends,

On behalf of the Sister Cities International 50th Anniversary 
Task Force, we would like to welcome you to the 
50th Anniversary Conference and to the capital city of 
the United States, Washington, D.C.  

It has been our privilege to plan for this historic event and 
we are grateful to each of you for being here. You will see that 
this Annual Conference is different. We have organized many 
opportunities for you to help shape the future of the sister 
city movement ± you will advocate for citizen diplomacy 
on Capitol Hill, solidify and forge new relationships at 
Embassy receptions, and learn how to connect local sister city 
programs to international development strategies. 

We encourage all of you to seek out and talk to people 
you don't know. Try to make a special effort to meet the 
participants in the International Youth Summit and the 
international delegates. 

Thank you to all of the communities that held Community 
Summits on Citizen Diplomacy, and a special welcome to 
everyone who is here for the National Summit on Citizen 
Diplomacy which is being held jointly with the Conference.  

This year-long celebration of Sister Cities International's 
50th Anniversary has generated many new initiatives and 
propelled our movement into new growth. Thanks to all of 
you who have made those programs possible ± programs that 
will be here long after 2006 is gone.  

Finally, we encourage you to have fun and take home 
unforgettable memories of the Sister Cities International 
50th Anniversary Celebration.

Shirley Rivens±Smith & Jane Wood
Co-Chairs, 50th Anniversary Task Force

Dear Fellow Citizen Diplomats,

We have the privilege and honor to be part of an 
organization that has made a difference in the world 
through citizen diplomacy.  We celebrate 50 years of 
continued service at this historic conference. It was the 
dream of President Dwight D. Eisenhower, for people to 
work together to bring about peace ± and we honor his 
vision and legacy in all that we do.

Like President Eisenhower, who launched the people to 
people movement as the Cold War heated up, we too face 
challenges. A global lasting peace will never be possible 
in a world that is wracked by fear, bigotry, hatred, terrorist 
attacks, and misunderstanding. 

Through thousands of sister city programs across the globe 
± we have helped people truly to understand each other and 
meet face-to-face. We believe in peace ± a  better way of 
people relating to each other. If we are true to Eisenhower's 
vision ± we will have people beating paths to our doors and 
joining us. Because it is not through the ending of wars that 
peace is maintained, but through the ending of that which 
causes wars.

I am excited about our future and I hope that you are as 
well. I look forward to seeing each of you as we celebrate 50 
years of past history, as we string the rainbow of our many 
faces, and begin the next 50 years with one voice.

Sherman Banks
President
Board of Directors
Sister Cities International

Sherman Banks, 
President, Board of Directors, 

Sister Cities International

Shirley Rivens-Smith & Jane Wood
Co-Chairs

50 th  Anniversary Task Force
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A Message from Ambassador Kenton Keith

This week in Washington, we commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of a great idea ± the notion that U.S. 
exchange programs should not be controlled by our 
government, but should be in the hands of the American 
people.  This concept has proven to be the animating 
principle of our exchanges for half a century, and it has 
served us well.  

Because of this great idea, Americans in all walks of life 
± business people, farmers, educators, local of® cials, and 
others ± have become citizen diplomats, representing our 
country effectively by reaching out to foreign visitors and 
by traveling themselves. Perhaps more than at any other 
time in our history, we need to reach out to the world 
through person-to-person contacts.  We need more citizen 
diplomats and more resources for our programs, and the 
work of Sister Cities International and the Coalition for 
Citizen Diplomacy will be central to these efforts.

Congratulations to Sister Cities International on its 50th 
anniversary, and to all who are here this week for what 
you do to bring the U.S. and the rest of the world closer 
together.  

Ambassador Kenton W. Keith
Senior Vice President, Meridian International Center
Vice Chair, Alliance for International Educational and 
Cultural Exchange

A Message from Mayor Anthony A. Williams

On behalf of the citizens of the District of Columbia, 
I welcome you to the Sister Cities International 
50th Anniversary conference being held in 
Washington, D.C., July 13-15, 2006.

It is most appropriate and ® tting that the 
of® cial celebration of Sister Cities International 
50th Anniversary take place here in the U.S. Capitol. 
It was here that President Eisenhower ® rst set forth 
his vision of peace through people ± one person, one 
community at a time. And it will be here that we come 
together to share ideas and plans for the next 50 years 
of citizen diplomacy.

Among the thousands of groups that visit us each year, 
Sister Cities International is special to me as Mayor, and 
to everyone who works and lives in our city. Our sister 
city relationships are a valuable and integral part of our 
globalization efforts at a local level.

Welcome, Global Citizens, to Washington, D.C.: 
The American Experience.

Mayor Anthony A. Williams
District of Columbia

A 

A Welcome from Leadership

Ambassador Kenton W. Keith
Senior Vice President, 

Meridian International Center
Vice Chair, Alliance for International 
Educational and Cultural Exchange

Mayor Anthony A. Williams
District of Columbia
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Thank You Honorary Co-Chairs 

Senator Dianne Feinstein
As Mayor of the City and County of San Francisco from 1978-1987, Senator Feinstein was among the ® rst 
to recognize the importance of sister city relationships in forging economic ties with the People's Republic of 
China.  San Francisco and Shanghai became sister cities in 1979 and that relationship continues to bene® t both 
cities. In the Senate, Senator Feinstein has been a noted and consistent leader on citizen diplomacy issues.

Senator Richard G. Lugar
Senator Lugar served as Mayor of Indianapolis from 1968-1975 before being elected to the U.S. Senate in 
1976.  As Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Senator Lugar has promoted the value of 
international citizen and educational exchange programs.  He co-sponsored, with Senator Edward M. Kennedy, 
legislation establishing the Youth Exchange and Study (YES) Program which provides scholarships for 
secondary school students from countries with signi® cant Muslim populations to spend an academic year in the 
United States.

Mayor Anthony Williams
First elected as Mayor of the District of Columbia in 1998, Mayor Williams has expanded and energized the 
sister city program.  Since becoming Mayor, he has signed new sister city partnerships with Brazzaville, Congo; 
Seoul, Korea; Brussels, Belgium; Chongqing, China; Beirut, Lebanon; Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality 
(which includes the capital city of Pretoria), South Africa; and Accra, Ghana. Mayor Williams, who is not 
standing for election to a third term as Mayor, has built a legacy of economic and cultural understanding and 
cooperation through an expanding sister city program.

Sister Cities International
Expresses its Gratitude and Appreciation 

to the
Honorary Co-Chairs of the 50 th  Anniversary Celebration
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The 50th Anniversary Initiatives 
of Sister Cities International

International Youth Summit on Global Citizenship

More than 200 youth leaders are gathered at The George 
Washington University this week for leadership training, 
networking, and future planning for their roles as global 
community leaders.

Showcase of Young Artists

Young people from throughout the world submitted a work 
of art addressing the theme ªWhat Does Global Citizenship 
Look Like?º See the artwork at Union Station's West Hall 
this week! See page 36 for details.

Community Summits on Citizen Diplomacy 

Fifty-one communities held Community Summits in 2005-
2006. Their ideas, perspectives and recommendations are 
re ̄ected in the Future of Citizen Diplomacy report prepared 
by the Coalition for Citizen Diplomacy. 

National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy 

National Summit delegates are meeting here this week 
and many sister city members are also participants in the 
National Summit breakout sessions.

Islamic Peace and Friendship Initiative 

Local dialogues about Islamic issues took place in 
conjunction with the Community Summits on Citizen 
Diplomacy. The ªPartnership and Peace Tour - Moroccoº 
held in March 2006 forged new sister city ties with a 
predominantly Islamic country. 

Wheelchairs for Peace 

Sister Cities International and the Wheelchair Foundation 
are engaged in a special Wheelchairs for Peace 50th 
Anniversary Initiative. Fifty communities will fundraise and 
deliver at least 50 wheelchairs each to their sister cities in 
China, Latin America and other developing countries. 

www.SupportSisterCities.org

Launched at the 2005 Annual Conference, this targeted 
fundraising website has a goal of helping 50 sister city 
partnerships raise money for their international projects 
during the 50th Anniversary year.  Fifteen projects are 
currently posted on the site.

Sister Cities/Sister Schools 

This program facilitates direct interaction with students 
in other countries, helping them to appreciate cultural 

differences, recognize similarities, and develop a global 
perspective.  Sister Cities/Sister Schools has three 
components:

A. Hewlett Packard Sister Schools Seed Grant Project. 
Four sister city partnerships have received seed grants 
to promote consistent and sustained interaction between 
U.S. and international schools.

B. Sister Cities/Sister Schools. Through direct interaction 
with students in other countries ± whether in person 
or via email ± students learn to appreciate cultural 
differences, recognize similarities, and develop a global 
perspective. Drawing upon its 50 years of experience in 
twinning, Sister Cities International will help any teacher 
or administrator ® nd the right match to open up his 
classroom or her school to the world.

C.  Sister Schools Africa. Sister Cities International and the 
Africa Channel are allies in promoting, strengthening, 
and expanding sister city partnerships in Africa. Through 
Sister Schools Africa we can give greater opportunities to 
students for understanding the African continent in all its 
diversity, history, culture, people, and aspirations. 

Sister Cities September Concerts 

Sister city programs throughout the world are encouraged 
to join with the September Concert Foundation to mark 
September 11, 2006 as a day of music and calls for a 
peaceful world.

Hewlett Packard-Sister Cities International 
Youth Global Citizenship Survey 

Youth input helps us better understand how young people 
view their role in today's global society. It also enables 
Sister Cities International to produce more effective youth 
programs that promote sustainable youth leadership and 
global citizenship. Results from this survey were used to help 
plan the International Youth Summit on Global Citizenship.

Annual Awards and 50 th  Anniversary Award

Seventy-nine programs submitted entries for the Annual 
Awards and many communities developed materials for the 
commemorative 50th Anniversary Award. This special honor 
recognizes sister city programs, demonstrating the long-term 
sustainability of their relationships.

continued next page ...
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Sister Cities International and 
the Coalition for Citizen Diplomacy  

Salute the 
communities hosting a 
Community Summit on 

Citizen Diplomacy

50 th  Anniversary Local Government Leadership Circle 

Sister city programs nominated 209 people to the Local 
Government Leadership Circle, which recognizes the role of 
elected and appointed government of® cials during the ® rst 
half-century of the sister city movement.

50 th  Anniversary Circle of Distinguished Volunteers

A total of 552 people were nominated to the Circle of 
Distinguished Volunteers which honors the citizen diplomats 
who have volunteered with distinction on behalf of sister city 
partnerships at the local level.

50 th Anniversary Commemorative Book 

The history of the sister city movement's ® rst half-
century is chronicled through photographs and stories in a 
commemorative book, Peace Through People: 50 Years of Global 
Citizenship.

50th Anniversary Initiatives, continued

Additional copies also 
can be ordered online from 
www.butlerbooks.com or 
by calling 502.897.9393.

Visit the 

Butler Books 

booth to 

purchase 

additional 

copies! 

The 50th Anniversary 
Commemorative Book

Los Angeles, California, United States
Rancho Cordova, California, United States

Riverside, California, United States
San Diego, California, United States

Santa Clara, California, United States
Stockton, California, United States

Coral Gables/Miami, Florida, United States
Jacksonville, Florida, United States

Naples, Florida, United States
Orlando, Florida, United States

Spring® eld, Illinois, United States
Tin ley Park, Illinois, United States
Des Moines, Iowa, United States

Indianapolis, Indiana, United States
Kokomo, Indiana, United States

Hays, Kansas, United States
Lexington, Kentucky, United States

Bowling Green, Kentucky, United States
Henderson, Kentucky, United States

Hopkinsville, Kentucky, United States
Louisville, Kentucky, United States

Madisonville, Kentucky, United States
Morehead, Kentucky, United States
Owensboro, Kentucky, United States

Portland, Maine, United States
Minneapolis, Minnesota, United States

Kansas City, Missouri, United States
Great Falls, Montana, United States

Casablanca, Morocco
Akron, Ohio, United States

Tulsa, Oklahoma, United States
Rochester, New York, United States
Syracuse, New York, United States

Raleigh, North Carolina, United States
Reno, Nevada, United States

Hazleton, Pennsylvania, United States
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States

Chattanooga, Tennessee, United States
Austin, Texas, United States

Fort Worth, Texas, United States
Houston, Texas, United States

Arlington, Virginia, United States
Fredericksburg, Virginia, United States
Virginia Beach, Virginia, United States

Burlington, Vermont, United States
Green Bay, Wisconsin, United States
Rice Lake, Wisconsin, United States

Racine, Wisconsin, United States
Spokane, Washington, United States

Jackson, Wyoming, United States
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Registration & Information
The Registration Room in the Regency Foyer should be 
your ® rst stop when you come to the conference. Here you 
can pick up your registration information, visit the Sister 
Cities International Information Center, and take a look 
at the Message Board. The International Delegates Help 
Desk is also available in this room to further assist our 
international guests.  

Registration Room Hours 
Wednesday 2:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Thursday 7:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Friday  7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday  8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Registration Desks 
Every person attending the conference must be registered. 
This includes all delegates, their families, speakers, guests, 
and news media representatives. Located in the Registration 
Room, delegates can pick up materials, make changes to 
name badges and get general registration information.

Sister Cities International Information Center
Sister Cities International staff members will be available 
to answer your questions about membership, programs, 
resources, and CD toolkits. You can obtain your voting 
credentials for the Saturday business meeting here. 
Evaluations and completed paperwork can also be 
submitted here. 

International Delegates Help Desk
The Desk will be open to answer any questions our 
international guests may have while visiting the United 
States and participating in the conference. 

Message Boards
A message board will be available in the area right outside 
of the Registration Room. Conference delegates are 
welcome to post messages to delegates here.

Hospitality, Shopping & Auction 
The Hospitality Room and Sister Cities International 
Marketplace are located in the Columbia Rooms (Columbia 
A, B, and Foyer).  

Your Guide 
to the 

50th Anniversary Conference

Hospitality Room
Have a seat, relax, chat with some old friends, or make 
some new ones!  Located right next to the Registration 
Room, the hospitality room is a place for conference 
delegates to gather. 

Sister Cities International Marketplace, 
Auction & Raffle
Bid on an auction item, buy a raf  ̄e ticket to win an 
international luxury vacation, see new Sister Cities 
International merchandise, order additional copies of the 
50th Anniversary Book, or shop in our International Bazaar.  
Located in Columbia A & B rooms, the Marketplace will 
host the Sister Cities International Silent Auction and 
Raf ̄e, Butler Books, 50th Anniversary Merchandise, and 
the International Bazaar. This year's International Bazaar 
features merchandise from Ten Thousand Villages, a fair 
trade organization that provides vital, fair income to 
Third World people by marketing their handicrafts and 
telling their stories. 

Conference Sessions & Events

Conference Evaluation & Feedback
Your written feedback is important to us. The Conference 
Committee and Staff review all feedback very carefully 
when planning for future events. Please take a moment to 
complete your evaluation form in your registration packet.  
Evaluations are also available on our website in the 
50th Anniversary Conference section.  

Workshops, Plenary Sessions, 
Receptions & Meals
As you look through the program, please keep in mind 
that we have a very full schedule for the conference. All 
conference sessions will begin on time.  Please be in the 
room and in your seat on time.   

Registration List
A copy of the registration list is included in your conference 
materials. An electronic copy of this list is also available on 
the conference website at www.sister-cities.org.  
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Handouts and Presentations
After the conference, handouts and presentations 
from workshops and plenary sessions will be posted on 
conference section of the Sister Cities International website 
at www.sister-cities.org.   

Meals & Receptions 

Tickets Required
Registered delegates will receive a ticket for each meal 
function and reception at the conference. You must present 
your ticket at the door to enter each function. 

What Kind of Food Will I Be Served?
Thursday
· Luncheon. The luncheon will be a plated sit-down 

luncheon with a salad and dessert. 
· Reception. The reception will feature hot and cold 

hors d'oeuvres and a cash bar with alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic beverages.

Friday
· Breakfast. Continental breakfast.
· Presidential Luncheon. The luncheon will be a 

plated sit-down luncheon with a salad and dessert. 
· Embassy Receptions. Embassy reception menus will vary. 

All will serve food that is traditional to their country. 
Conference delegates should expect hot and cold 
hors d'oeuvres, and non-alcoholic beverages.  
Some embassies will also provide alcoholic beverages. 

· Dinner Options: After the embassy receptions, buses 
will be stopping in a few local neighborhoods that have 
a number of restaurants. Conference attendees are 
encouraged to explore and dine in these neighborhoods 
(on your own).  

Saturday
· Gala. A cash bar cocktail hour will begin the evening, 

followed by a multi-course formal dinner which will 
include wine, coffee and dessert.

Dietary Restrictions
If you have special dietary restrictions that you did not 
indicate on your registration form, please inform a Sister 
Cities International staff member immediately.  We will 
make every effort to accommodate your needs.
 
Getting Around
Buses will be provided for the Embassy Receptions on Friday 
evening, the Warner Theatre on Saturday afternoon, and the 
Gala on Saturday evening. 

All buses will depart outside the Lobby of the Hyatt Regency 
Washington on Capitol Hill, except for the Embassy 
Reception buses. Those attending the Embassy Receptions 
on Friday evening should meet in the Regency Ballroom, 
where Transportation Coordinators will direct you to buses. 

Tours
If you registered for one of the optional tours, please be 
outside the main entrance of the Hyatt 15 minutes prior to 
scheduled departure.

Photos from the Conference
Sister Cities International will have 
an of® cial photographer throughout 
the conference. Photos will be 
available online after the conference 
through www.sister-cities.org. You 
may order copies of photos from 
that site. There is a charge to order 
printed copies of photographs. 
Digital photos may be downloaded 

for free and can provide a great illustration for local sister 
city program newsletters.

Please realize that photos taken by professional news media 
(not our photographer) are often affected by licensing 
and trademark protections. If you are photographed by a 
newspaper or another media outlet and would like a copy 
of the photo, please contact the newspaper or media outlet 
directly.

Media
Expect to see a number of members of the media throughout 
the conference. Sister Cities International requires that all 
members of the press be credentialed and be wearing their 
50th Anniversary Press Passes at all times. If you see someone 
who looks like a member of the press who is not wearing a 
credential for the 50th Anniversary Conference, please let 
the Sister Cities International staff know and suggest to the 
reporter that he/she check in at the press room, which is 
located under the escalators by Columbia C.

The Daily Planet 

Pick up a copy of The Daily Planet 

in the Registration Room for 

the most updated conference 

information. 

Hear Ye!
     Hear Ye!
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Conference Security
A number of prominent leaders have been invited to speak 
at the 50th Anniversary Conference and additional security 
measures will be in place. Please plan to have government 
issued photo identi® cation with you at all times during 
the conference. As changes are made, they will be posted 
throughout the conference.

Badges Must Be Worn
Conference badges must be worn at all times and are 
required for admission to all events.  

General Security
The Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill is not 
responsible for loss unless articles have been secured 
properly. 

We appreciate your cooperation. 

Website Central
Are all of your local 
program members 
listed correctly on 
the website?  Do 
you need help 
navigating the Sister 
Cities International 
website?  Curious 
about what this www.
SupportSisterCities.
org website is all about?  
Or would you just like some tips on how to ® nd information? 
All of these questions can be answered by visiting the Website 
Central in the Regency Foyer. Website Central is designed for 
training. If you need to check your personal email, please visit 
the business center or contact the hotel front desk to activate 
internet access in your room for a charge.

Website Central will be open: 

Wednesday 
General technical assistance - 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Thursday
General technical assistance - 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
www.SupportSisterCities.org - 11:30 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.
General technical assistance - 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Friday
General technical assistance - 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
www.SupportSisterCities.org - 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  
General technical assistance - 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

What to Wear
Ongoing - Conference Sessions & Meals 
Business casual. 
Women:  Pant suits, dresses, collared shirts and pants, or skirts
Men:  Collared shirts and pants 

Thursday - Opening Reception 
Business professional, dressed-down.
Women:  Dresses, pant suits or skirt and top
Men:  Jackets; ties not required

Thursday - Visits to Capitol Hill 
Business professional. Comfortable shoes are encouraged.
Women:  Pant suits, skirt with jacket or a dress
Men:  Jackets and ties 

Friday - Embassy Receptions
Business professional. 
Women:  Dresses, pantsuits or skirt and jacket
Men:  Coat and tie  

Saturday Afternoon - Warner Theatre
Business casual. 
Women:  Pant suits, dresses, collared shirts and pants, or skirts
Men:  Collared shirts and pants 

Saturday Evening - Gala, National Building Museum
Black tie, evening formal wear, or traditional international attire. 
Bring your dancing shoes!

General
· Traditional international attire is appropriate for all events.
· Shorts, tank tops, t-shirts, jeans or ¯ ip-  ̄ops are not appropriate 

at any time.

What To Do in an Emergency
Your safety and security is our utmost concern. Please 
report any smoke, ® re, or other unsafe conditions to 
conference staff or the hotel operator. In the event of a 
hotel evacuation, please proceed to the nearest exit and 
follow the directions of hotel staff. For medical emergencies, 
dial the hotel operator ª0º.

Special Assistance
If at any time during the conference, you require special 
assistance, please contact one of the Sister Cities 
International staff members at the Registration Desk.  
We will be happy to make reasonable accommodations 
for you.
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Registration for Voting Credentials 
closes at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, July 14, 2006

Your community is entitled to between two and four votes depending on the 
amount of membership dues paid. The breakdown is as follows:

First Tier (140 USD): 2 votes
Second Tier (230 USD): 3 votes
Third Tier and above (over 330 USD): 4 votes

To become a certi® ed voting delegate you must complete the following steps:
Step 1: Decide who from your community are going to be designated as 

the voting delegates.
Step 2: The designated voting delegates go to voter registration at 

the Sister Cities International Information Desk (located near the 
registration room) to sign in as voting delegates. To register as a 
voting delegate your community must be paid in full, and you must 
present a photo ID.

Step 3: A ribbon will be placed on your nametag that signi® es you are a 
voting delegate.

Voting delegates may cast their vote only if they are physically present on 
the  ̄oor at the time of the vote and they are wearing their name badge with 
a voting delegate ribbon attached. An alternate with proper credentials may 
replace a voting delegate, but both may not be on the  ̄oor at the same time. 
To replace an already signed in voting delegate, BOTH the new and old 
voting delegates must go to voter registration with IDs.

* Voting Certi® cation will close at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, July 14, 2006.

Changes regarding who is designated as a voting delegate from your 
community must be made by that time.

  

Welcome 
Delegates 

from the following countries

Notice of the Annual Meeting of 
Sister Cities International, A District of Columbia 

Nonprofit Corporation

The Annual Meeting of Members will be held July 15, 2006, at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Regency Ballroom of the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol 
Hill Hotel.

Item 1:  Brief Statement by Board Candidates
Item 2:  Election of Board Members
Item 3:  Approval of the minutes from the July 30, 2005 Annual Meeting 
             of the Members in Spokane, Washington 
Item 4:  Report from the President
Item 5:  Report from the Executive Director
Item 6:  Report from the Treasurer
Item 7:  Report on the F.Y. 2005 Audit
Item 8:  Member Comments
Item 9:  Recognition of Outgoing Board Members
Item10:  Adjournment

REMEMBER TO ARRIVE EARLY, WEAR YOUR BADGE, AND 
BRING YOUR IDENTIFICATION. 

Write-in Candidates for the 
Board of Directors
Anyone wishing to run for the Board of 
Directors as a write-in candidate should register 
their intent to run at the Voting Certi® cation 
Desk no later than 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
July 12, 2006.

Armenia

Australia

Azerbaijan 

Brazil

Cameroon

Canada

China

Costa Rica

Dominican Republic

El Salvador

England, UK

Germany

Ghana

Hungary

India

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Japan

Jordan

Kenya

Korea

Mexico

Morocco

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nigeria

Northern Ireland, UK

Pakistan

Philippines

Poland

Russian Federation

Senegal

South Africa

Swaziland

Syria

Taiwan, China

Tanzania

Turkey

Uganda

Ukraine

United States of America

Uzbekistan

West Bank & Gaza
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7:50 a.m. - Sister Cities International 50th Anniversary 
Conference and National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy 
Opening Ceremony - Regency Ballroom - Sponsored by: 
Abercrombie & Kent Egypt

Music by Caen, France Choir, sister city of Alexandria, Virginia

Jane Wood and Shirley Rivens±Smith, Co-Chairs, 
50th Anniversary Task Force

Sherman Banks, President, Sister Cities International 
Board of Directors

Mayor Anthony Williams, Mayor of Washington, D.C. 
and Honorary Co-Chair, Sister Cities International 
50th Anniversary Celebration

Ambassador Kenton Keith, Coalition for Citizen Diplomacy

Hadeel Bayoumi, Youth Exchange and Study Program (YES) 

Music by Soloist Judith Cline and Guitarist William Krause, Roanoke 
Valley Sister Cities, ªMake a Rainbowº & ªWe Are Oneº

8:30 a.m. - 9:40 a.m. - Plenary Session - Citizen Diplomacy 
Past & Present - Regency Ballroom

Alan Beals, former Executive Director, National League of Cities 
and ® rst director of the Town Af® liation Association, forerunner of 
Sister Cities International 

Senator Joseph R. Biden, Ranking Member, Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee (invited)

Conference Schedule of Events

Wednesday, July 12
INFORMATION CENTER ACTIVITIES

2:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. - Registration Room - Regency Foyer
Registration, Information Table, International Delegates Table, 
Press Check-In, and Voting Certi® cation

2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Website Central - Regency Foyer

2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Hospitality Room - Columbia Foyer

2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Sister Cities International 
Marketplace, Auction, Raf ̄e, and Book Sales - Columbia A/B

Thursday, July 13

11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Optional Tour: Mount Vernon with 
Lunch at Gadsby's Tavern - Pre-registered participants only. Hyatt 
lobby 10:45 a.m. 

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Optional Tours: D.C.'s Diverse 
Neighborhoods, A Special Look at Washington, The Holocaust 
Museum - Pre-registered participants only. Hyatt lobby 12:45 p.m.

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Board of Directors Meeting - Capitol B

4:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. - State Coordinators Networking Session  
Capitol B

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy 
Opening Session - Open to Conference delegates who participated 
in a Community Summit on Citizen Diplomacy - Ticonderoga 

4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. - Board of Directors Candidates' 
Orientation - Capitol A

5:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. - State Coordinators Meeting - Capitol B

5:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. - Opening Reception National Summit 
on Citizen Diplomacy. Open to Conference delegates who 
participated in a Community Summit on Citizen Diplomacy - Meridian 
International Center

6:00 p.m. - Deadline to register as a write-in candidate for the 
Board of Directors

INFORMATION CENTER ACTIVITIES

7:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. - Registration Room - Regency Foyer
Registration Information Table, International Delegates Table, 
Press Check-In, and Voting Certi® cation

7:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. - Sister Cities International 
Marketplace, Auction, Raf ̄e, and Book Sales, Columbia A/B

7:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. - Hospitality Room - Columbia Foyer

Website Central - Regency Foyer
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. - General Technical Assistance  
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - www.SupportSisterCities.org 
1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. - General Technical Assistance
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Mary Jean Eisenhower, President & CEO, People to People 
International, Inc.

Representative Jim Kolbe, Chairman, House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Foreign Operations, Export Financing and 
Related Programs

9:40 a.m. - BREAK

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. - Plenary Session: The Challenges and 
Opportunities of Global Citizenship - Regency Ballroom

Keith Reinhard, President, Business for Diplomatic Action

Ron Somers, President, U.S.-India Business Council

Warren Wright, Managing Partner, The Gallup World Poll

Joseph Duffey, Senior Vice President, Laureate Education, Inc., 
former United States Information Agency Director and former 
Assistant Secretary of State for Education and Cultural Affairs 

10:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. - National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy 
Workshops. Open to Conference delegates who participated in a 
Community Summit on Citizen Diplomacy

Workshop: Planting the Seeds: Organizing and Sustaining 
Community Summits - Columbia C 

Workshop: The Way Forward: Future Directions for Citizen 
Diplomacy - Congressional C/D/E

11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. - Brie® ngs for Capitol Hill Visits   
Capitol A/B and Congressional A/B (see your brie® ng packet for your 
brie® ng room assignment)

12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. - Congressional Luncheon    
Regency Ballroom. Sponsored by: PADCO|AECOM.

Senator Richard Lugar (invited) and Senator Dianne Feinstein 
(invited). Honorary Co-Chairs, Sister Cities International 50th 
Anniversary Celebration  

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. - National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy 
Workshop Sessions - Open to Conference delegates who participated 
in a Community Summit on Citizen Diplomacy

Workshop: Planting the Seeds: Organizing and Sustaining 
Community Summits - Columbia C 

Workshop: The Way Forward: Future Directions for Citizen 
Diplomacy - Congressional C/D/E

2:15 p.m. - Capitol Hill Visits Begin (see brie® ng packet for 
instructions)

2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Workshop: Achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals through City-to-City Partnerships   
Congressional A/B - Workshop Partner: World Bank Institute

Mayor Kay Barnes, Kansas City, Missouri

Dr. J.C. deVilliers, University of Stellenbosch, South Africa

Emilia Saiz, United Cities and Local Governments, Barcelona, 
Spain (invited)

Tim Campbell, Chairman, Urban Age Institute

5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. - Board of Directors Candidates Forum   
Capitol A/B

Everyone Welcome! Meet the candidates for the Sister Cities 
International Board of Directors.

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. - Opening Reception - Regency Ballroom - 
Sponsored by: Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill.

A Salute to International Delegates - hosted by Mayor Anthony 
Wil liams and the City of Washington, D.C.

8:30 p.m. -10:30 p.m. - Optional Post-Reception Tour: 
Monuments by Moonlight - Pre-registered participants only. 
Hyatt lobby 8:15 p.m.

Friday, July 14
INFORMATION CENTER ACTIVITIES

7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. - Registration Room - Regency Foyer    
Registration, Information Table, International Delegates Table, 
Press Check-In 

7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. -  Sister Cities International 
Marketplace, Auction, Raf ̄e, and Book Sales - Columbia A/B

7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Hospitality Room - Columbia Foyer

7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Vot ing Certi® cation - NOTE: After 8:30 a.m. 
you may no longer register as a voting delegate at the Annual Meeting

Website Central - Regency Foyer
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. General Technical Assistance  
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. www.SupportSisterCities.org 
2:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. General Technical Assistance

Note: A continental breakfast will be served between 6:30 a.m. and 
8:00 a.m. You are welcome to eat in the ballroom or to take your 
breakfast back to your room. No food will be served after 8:00 a.m.

7:45 a.m. - 9:35 a.m. - Diplomatic Breakfast and Plenary Session 
Regency Ballroom - Sponsored by: United Airlines 

continued, next page ...
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Dina Habib Powell, Assistant Secretary of State for Educational and 
Cultural Affairs and Deputy Under Secretary and principal deputy 
to Ambassador Karen Hughes, Under Secretary of State for Public 
Diplomacy and Public Affairs

Her Excellency Barbara Masekela, Ambassador of the Republic of 
South Africa to the United States of America

9:40 a.m. - BREAK

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. - Plenary Session: Islamic Peace and 
Friendship Initiative Dialogue - Regency Ballroom

Mary Palko, Chair, Sister Cities International Islamic Peace and 
Friendship Initiative Task Force

Joe Rice, Denver Region-Baghdad Partnership for Peace Program

Sehrish Khan and Laith Hajarat, Youth Exchange and Study 
Program (YES)

Mayors from Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza

10:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - National Summit Wrap-Up  
Capitol A/B. Open to Conference delegates who participated in 
a Community Summit on Citizen Diplomacy.

12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. - Presidential Luncheon: The Honorable 
Norman Y. Mineta, U.S. Secretary of Transportation  
Regency Ballroom. Sponsored by: Citrix Systems, Inc.

Presiding: Mayor Michael Guido, Dearborn, Michigan, and President, 
U.S. Conference of Mayors

2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. - Mayors Forum on Globalization and 
Local Economic Development - Regency Ballroom. Sponsored by: 
International Council of Shopping Centers. 

Master of Ceremonies: Tim Campbell, Chairman, Urban Age Institute

Mayor Jerry Abramson, Louisville, Kentucky

Mayor Ronald Loveridge, Riverside, California

Ron Sege, President & CEO, Tropos Networks

3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Mayors Roundtable Sessions 

 International Engagement as an Economic 
 Development Tool - Columbia C 

 Introduction: Mayor Don Slesnick II, Coral Gables, Florida
 Claire McLeveighn, Director of External Affairs and   
 International Relations, Atlanta, Georgia

 Discussion Leader: Tim Campbell 

 Innovative Technology - Capitol A
 Sponsored by: Tropos Networks

 Introduction: Mayor James Baker, Wilmington, Delaware

 Ron Sege, President & CEO, Tropos Networks

 Traver Gruen-Kennedy, Founder & Co-Chairman, Digital   
 Development Partnership

 Discussion Leader: Gordon Feller, CEO and Editor, 
 Urban Age Institute 

 International Tourism - Capitol B
 Sponsored by: Japan National Tourist Organization 

 Introduction: Mayor William Euille, Alexandria, Virginia

 Vincent Wol® ngton, Chairman, World Travel and Tourism  
 Council

 Roger Dow, President & CEO, Travel Industry Association of  
 America

 Discussion Leader: Mark Walton, Executive Vice President for  
 Corporate Development and Sponsorship, The Africa Channel

3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Best Practices Showcase - Congressional A-E.
Sponsored by: ICMA Retirement Corporation. See page 41 for details.

6:00 p.m. - All delegates assemble in the Regency Ballroom for 
transportation to Embassies  

7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Embassy Receptions

Embassy of the People's Republic of China
Embassy of Egypt
Embassy of Hungary
Embassy of India
Embassy of Italy
Embassy of Japan
Embassy of the Russian Federation
Embassy of the Republic of South Africa
Organization of American States

8:30 p.m. - Last buses depart the Embassies for the Hyatt 
Regency Washington on Capitol Hill. Buses will make stops in three 
Washington, D.C. neighborhoods. See ªThe Daily Planetº for details.

Saturday, July 15
INFORMATION CENTER ACTIVITIES

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Registration Room - Regency Foyer
Registration, Information Table, International Delegates Table, 
Press Check-In

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Sister Cities International Marketplace, 
Raf ̄e, and Book Sales, Columbia A/B

8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. - Silent Auction (auction closes promptly 
at 11:00 a.m.)

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Hospitality Room - Columbia Foyer
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8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. - Annual Meeting and Board of 
Directors Election - Regency Ballroom. Voting Delegates 
Reminder: Please arrive early. You must show photo identi® cation. A 
name badge is not suf® cient. Doors will open at 8:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Workshop: Volunteerism & Citizen 
Diplomacy in Russia - Columbia C. Open World Program 
Delegates

David Styers, Senior Director, National Partnerships, Points of 
Light Foundation & Volunteer Center National Network

Mariya Batuyeva, Deputy to General Director, Social 
Development, ªMineral Fertilizersº Joint Stock Company, Perm, 
Russia

Mayor Valerie Keehn, Saratoga Springs, New York (invited)

Open World Program Delegate, Zhelenznogorsk, Russia (invited)

10:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Board of Directors Meeting - 
Regency Ballroom

12:15 p.m. - Begin bus departures for ªA Musical Tribute to 
Citizen Diplomatsº at the Warner Theatre

12:40 p.m. - Last bus departs for the Warner Theatre

1:00 p.m. - A Musical Tribute to Citizen Diplomats  
Warner Theatre. Sponsored by: Greater Fort Lauderdale Sister 
Cities International. 

Master of Ceremonies: John McCutcheon

Music and Dance by: Cheik Hamala Diabate Ensemble

 Lou Wozar Annual Awards Ceremony 
 Sponsored by: Sister Cities Foundation

 50th Anniversary Awards

 President's Award

 50th Anniversary Local Government Leadership Circle

 50th Anniversary Circle of Distinguished Volunteers

 Spirit of Partnership 

3:40 p.m. - Begin bus departures for Hyatt Regency 
Washington on Capitol Hill

4:15 p.m. - Last bus departs for Hyatt Regency Washington 
on Capitol Hill

6:20 p.m. - Begin bus departures for Sister Cities International 
Gala Celebrating 50 Years of Global Citizenship     
Hyatt Lobby

7:00 p.m. - Last bus departs for the National Building 
Museum

6:45 p.m. - 11:15 p.m. - Sister Cities International Gala 
Celebrating 50 Years of Global Citizenship - National Building 
Museum. Premier Sponsor: Stone Garden Vineyards

Master of Ceremonies: Alan Chambers, Bangor, Northern 
Ireland, Sister Cities International Board of Directors

6:45 p.m. - Appetizers & Cash Bar

7:30 p.m. - Welcome and Introductions

7:45 p.m.  - Raf  ̄e Prize Drawing

8:30 p.m. - Program

10:00 p.m. - Dancing to the Music of Doc Scantlin And His 
Imperial Palms Orchestra

10:00 p.m. - Begin bus departures for the Hyatt Regency 
Washington on Capitol Hill

11:15 p.m. - Last bus departs for the Hyatt Regency 
Washington on Capitol Hill

Happy Travels!

A Special Welcome to Alan Beals

Alan Beals served as Director of Town Af® liations for the National League of Cities (then known as the American 
Municipal Association) from 1957-1959, making him the ® rst director of the organization that eventually became 
Sister Cities International. He received the Sister Cities International Lifetime Leadership Award in 1990. Beals 
went on to serve as executive director of the National League of Cities (NLC) from 1975-1990. After leaving 
NLC, he became President and CEO of the Savannah (Georgia) Area Chamber of Commerce and CEO of the 
Savannah Area Convention and Visitors Bureau. He remained in that post until 1998. Beals is currently serving 
as an international management consultant to USAID in Moldova, Ukraine, Macedonia and Romania and to the 
Caribbean Hotel Association. He is listed in Who's Who in the World and was on the Board of Directors for the 
International Union of Local Authorities (now United Cities and Local Government) for ® ve years and organized its 
® rst World Economic Development Forum in 1987. Beals received his AB from Colgate University and his Master 
of Public Administration from Syracuse University. He began his long and distinguished career as an administrative 
intern in the Richmond, Virginia city manager's of® ce.
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Lou Wozar Annual Awards Ceremony
Sister Cities International is proud to announce the 

2006 Annual Award winners and the 50th Anniversary Award recipients. Congratulations!

A Musical Tribute to Citizen Diplomats
Warner Theatre

Saturday, July 15, 2006 • 1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Best Overall Program: Population Less than 25,000
Scottsbluff/Gering, Nebraska

The sister city relationship between Scottsbluff/Gering, Nebraska and Bamiyan, of Bamiyan Province, Afghanistan resulted 
in numerous successful nursing and agriculture projects. In February, Governor of Bamiyan, Mohammad Rahim Aliyar, visited 
Scottsbluff/Gering for economic, educational and government tours of the area. Later in the year, ® ve Scottsbluff/Gering 
representatives visited Afghanistan for tours of local and historic landmarks and met with Bamiyan of® cials to discuss health care 
and agricultural project proposals. As a direct result of these activities, the Scottsbluff/Gering-Bamiyan partnership has built a 
strong and sustainable relationship. These communities have begun the process of creating greater understanding with the hope 
of promoting sustainable development and improved education for the Bamiyan people of Afghanistan. This partnership also brings 
the invaluable opportunities of travel, education, and information sharing to everyone involved.

Best Overall Program: Population 25,000 to 50,000
Coral Gables, Florida

The Coral Gables Sister Cities program fostered cultural and economic exchanges with their sister cities throughout 2005. In 
recognition of the sister city relationship with Aix-en-Provence, France, a free slide show and art exhibit entitled ªA Promenade 
Through Aix-en-Provenceº was presented at Coral Gables City Hall. A 35-member sister city delegation from Granada, Spain, led 
by the Honorable Jos" Torres Hurtado, mayor of Granada, visited Coral Gables for a four-day program consisting of meetings with 
prominent representatives from the business community through the Chambers of Commerce, as well as meetings with academic and 
cultural groups. A Medical Congress consisting of seventy doctors from Italy was held and the effort was spearheaded by the Consulate 
of Italy and the University of Miami as a direct result of their sister city relationship with the Province of Pisa, Italy. Their efforts 
signi® cantly increased cultural and economic exchanges with all their sister cities.  

Best Overall Program: Population 50,000 to 100,000
Kent, Washington

Kent, Washington's 2005 success was achieved through excellence in leadership, volunteerism, municipal cooperation, community 
support and the collaboration of international counterparts. Kent conducted programs in arts, sports, culture, humanitarian assistance, 
sustainable development, the environment, economic development, healthcare, municipal cooperation, public safety, technology, 
youth, and education. Programs in Mexico and Ukraine addressed severe social, health, and public safety needs. In Mexico, Kent 
donated a ® re truck and helped with preparations to establish a Fire Department with El Grullo. Humanitarian and healthcare 
programs continued in Ukraine for cancer detection and treatment. The program also assisted with donations to orphanages and a 
transitional training center for orphans. Of® cial and volunteer visits to each of Kent's six sister cities brought together government 
of® cials, service sector volunteers, and leaders in education, business, trade, and the arts. Kent representatives participated in major 
celebrations in Japan, Norway and Ukraine.

Best Overall Program: Population 100,000 to 300,000
Maui County, Hawaii

In 2005, Maui County hosted their ® rst Sister Cities Festival with more than 180 guests attending. Dozens of mayors and council 
members from the Philippines and representatives from China engaged in economic development discussions to promote 
sustainability. Due to the success of the Maui County Sister Cities Festival, leaders organized a student exchange program with sister 
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city Kukuyama City, Japan and also invited their sister cities to a variety of Filipino Centennial celebrations in Maui. Maui County 
is planning the establishment of the Maui County Sister Cities Foundation, a nonpro® t organization, with a mission to strengthen 
the local sister cities program, help it expand, and become a more vital force for multicultural understanding and economic growth 
in the community.

Best Overall Program: Population 300,000 to 500,000
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Tulsa, Oklahoma hosted ªConnecting Cultures,º a Sister Cities Summit highlighting international capabilities for area citizens and 
delegates from around the world. The event brought together hundreds of guests from eight cities to raise over $152,000. The Summit 
also welcomed the partnership between Tulsa and its newest sister city, Amiens, France. Tulsa's ªConnecting Culturesº Summit 
increased understanding and awareness of sister city programs because the City Council and the Mayor participated in all major 
events. Because of their partnership with the Oklahoma Department of Commerce, Tulsa Sister Cities provided a major educational 
and networking event for area business people. Tulsa also continued with the Young Artists Program and school exchanges with 
Beihai, China; Amiens, France; San Luis Potosi, Mexico; Zelenograd, Russia; Tiberias, Israel; and Utsunomiya, Japan. Additionally, 
Celle, Germany and Kaohsiung Municipality, Taiwan, China participated in cultural exchanges with Tulsa.

Best Overall Program: Population Greater than 500,000
San Antonio, Texas

The San Antonio Sister Cities program achieved increased community participation and pubic-private partnerships in arts and 
culture, sustainable development, humanitarian assistance, and youth and education. They developed activities such as the Canary 
Island Symposium; as well as medical, student, teacher and staff exchanges with Kumamoto, Japan and Kaohsiung, Taiwan, China. 
They held a Tri-Lateral Technology & Trade Conference with Calgary, Canada, and Monterrey, Mexico. They also strengthened 
innovative initiatives, such as the international business development programs, the joint Kumamoto-San Antonio restoration of 
the Kumamoto-en garden, and their Model United Nations program. San Antonio's 2005 program broadened public support and 
involvement for their sister city relationships and established the groundwork for a successful 2006.

The Innovation Award for Arts & Culture: Population Less than 100,000
Fishers, Indiana

To engage citizens of Fishers, Indiana in the history and culture of their sister city, Billericay, England (UK), the Sister Cities 
Association of Fishers created the ªFishers RenFaire.º This event took more than one-and-a-half years of planning and enlisted the 
help of more than 250 volunteers from the Town of Fishers, Fishers Kiwanis and Fishers residents and entertainers. They were able to 
engage and educate residents in the lifestyles and culture of the Renaissance period in England through a unique experience. Through 
corporate sponsorships and grant proposals, Fishers was able to raise $20,000 to fund the faire. Other organizations, including the 
Hamilton County Convention and Visitors Bureau, also promote and support the Fishers-Billericay relationship. The faire is now a 
unique cultural tourist destination for all of central Indiana to learn about the rich history of Billericay. 

The Innovation Award for Arts & Culture: Population Greater than 100,000
Omaha, Nebraska

Marking the 40th anniversary of the Omaha, Nebraska-Shizuoka, Japan sister city relationship, the Omaha Sister Cities Association 
built a friendship gate at the Omaha Lauritzen Botanical Gardens. The gate is a one-third scale replica of Shizuoka Sunpu Gate 
originally built in 1600. Craftsmen, community volunteers, business leaders, and civic of® cials, including Omaha Mayor Mike Fahey 
and Shizuoka Mayor Zenkichi Kojima, have all supported the project. The 40th anniversary celebration banquet was attended by 
more than 400 people and was the culminating event of the friendship gate project. Dr. Ronald Roskens, Honorary Counsel General 
of Japan in Omaha was the Master of Ceremonies. Thanks to the gracious gift of the friendship gate by the people of Shizuoka, 
international partnerships have deepened throughout the Omaha community.

The Innovation Award for Humanitarian Assistance: Population Less than 100,000
Asheville, North Carolina

Asheville, North Carolina initiated several humanitarian programs to assist sister cities San Cristobal de las Casas, Mexico, 
Valladolid, Mexico, and Vladikavkaz, Russian Federation. The Mayan Midwife Project in San Cristobal created an apprentice 

continued next page ...
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program and instructional video to teach pre-natal care, family planning, nutrition and how to deliver babies. This was motivated by 
the high rate of children and mothers dying because medical care was not available. In accordance with the United Nations Millennium 
Development Goal to ªhalve by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water,º Asheville Sister Cities 
created the Sustainable Water Project for San Cristobal. The successful completion of this project provided safe drinking water for over 
50,000 residents. Through bene® ts and art sales, Asheville raised $12,000 to assist victims of terror attacks on Beslan, a community just 
® fteen miles from sister city Vladikavkaz, Russian Federation.

The Innovation Award for Humanitarian Assistance: Population Greater than 100,000
Denver, Colorado

Denver Sister Cities International helped raise over $70,000 in donations to help the victims of the 2004 Tsunami. A fundraiser was 
held with the help of a radio station, TV station, and the Denver Press Club. Ten days after the tsunami hit sister city Chennai, India, 
a live radio show with an online and silent auction was held. Eminent local government of® cials, Colorado governor Bill Owens and 
Denver Mayor John Hickenlooper spoke at the event. Youth in Action, a youth leadership group, also held an auction to promote 
fundraising for tsunami relief and included speakers from Denver Sister Cities. A reception was held in Denver for Pappa Vidyaakar, 
founder of the charity, ªMy Helping Handsº so residents could learn more. Kendallvue Elementary in Denver sent money collected all 
year by students to victims in Chennai. ªMy Helping Handsº built homes for tsunami victims with the funds.

The Innovation Award for Sustainable Development: Population Less than 100,000
Amesbury, Massachusetts

Amesbury for Africa is a friendship-based partnership between the town of Amesbury, Massachusetts and sister village Esabalu, Kenya. 
The focus of this partnership is to achieve food self-suf® ciency, education, HIV/AIDS awareness, women's leadership, art exchange, and 
youth development for Esabalu. Through this partnership, a group of women were trained in community-based health care, midwifery, 
and community pharmacy through the Bailey/Whaley Health Center at Mukhalakhala, Kenya. The opening of the Ebusakami Water 
Supply, Ltd. has provided clean drinking water to 125,000 people by drilling boreholes with pump houses. More than 80 girls and 
boys orphaned by HIV/AIDS were given school uniforms and the opportunity to attend school. Esabalu has been graced with the 
construction and opening of the Ebudssamba Primary School Library. Through the Gifted Souls Youth Theater Group, HIV/AIDS 
awareness has improved and leaders, teachers, and government of® cials have been trained.

The Innovation Award for Sustainable Development: Population Greater than 100,000
Louisville, Kentucky

To start off its new sister city relationship with Juijiang, China, Sister Cities of Louisville and the School of Urban and Public Affairs 
at the University of Louisville developed a six-month intensive exchange program for public of® cials. The exchange program included 
formal training courses in public administration, internships with municipal agencies, ® eld trips, roundtable discussions, and social 
activities. Through tours and government overviews, the exchange program was able to create a highly successful city administrative 
exchange with China. The Louisville-Juijiang exchange hopes to create a dialogue for sister city exchanges at all levels, including 
education, arts and culture, tourism and community initiatives.

The Innovation Award for Youth & Education: Population Less than 100,000
Columbia, Maryland

Columbia, Maryland's High School Summer Exchange Program brings together students from Columbia, and sister cities Cergy-
Pontoise, France and Tres Cantos, Spain. In an effort to allow students to experience different cultures, improve their foreign language 
skills, and prepare to be citizens of the world, students from Columbia spent two weeks living with the family of a student in their sister 
city. They then hosted at home the same student from France or Spain. Students on the trip to France visited famous sites such as Notre-
Dame, the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre, and Versailles. In Normandy, they visited Mont St. Michel, the Peace Memorial at Caen and walked 
among the graves at the American Cemetery on Omaha Beach. Students visiting Spain spent a day in Madrid touring a sword-making 
factory and the Royal Palace. During a trip to Toledo, students visited the citadel and learned the local history of Christians, Jews and 
Muslims. 

The Innovation Award for Youth & Education: Population Greater than 100,000
New York, New York

Working with the New York City Department of Parks & Recreation's Computer Resource Center, the Sister City Program of the City 
of New York, Inc. developed the Internet-based Educational Exchange Program (IEEP).  The goal was to foster global understanding and 
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50th Anniversary Award

communication among students ages 8-11 in New York City and students from their ten sister cities through web-based exchanges. 
By the conclusion of the project, New York City students were paired with students from Budapest, Jerusalem, London, Madrid and 
Rome. Students created travel brochures, virtual travel itineraries, PowerPoint presentations, online reports and a 
web-based video. Many of the students participating in IEEP are from low-income communities so the program gives them an 
opportunity for a free, safe, and structured international exchange program. All of the participating students gain an important 
knowledge of computer skills while learning about other cultures.

The 50th Anniversary Award is presented to communities that demonstrated long-term commitment and sustainability of their sister 
city programs. Community submissions were evaluated on the number and quality of programs that emphasized the role of members 
as leaders in diplomacy; participation; and local government as well as volunteer leadership. Communities being honored with this 
prestigious award are:

 
Homer, Alaska
Mesa, Arizona
Phoenix, Arizona
Tempe, Arizona

Palm Desert, California
Riverside, California
San Francisco, California
Clearwater, Florida

Jacksonville, Florida
Fort Wayne, Indiana
Baltimore, Maryland
Kansas City, Missouri

Omaha, Nebraska
Tewksbury, New Jersey
Cary, North Carolina
Cincinnati, Ohio

Cleveland, Ohio
Corvallis, Oregon
Rice Lake, Wisconsin
Fort Worth, Texas
Houston, Texas 
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Recognizing Leaders in Citizen Diplomacy
Leaders in citizen diplomacy will be honored during the 50th Anniversary Conference. 
The awards were created to recognize exceptional leaders and supporters of the sister city 
movement and to recognize outstanding global leaders.

Alan Chambers of Bangor, Northern 
Ireland in the United Kingdom was 
elected to the Board of Directors in 
2003, becoming the ® rst elected board 
member from outside the U.S. 

Throughout the years, he has pos-
sessed a strong appreciation for the 
interconnection within communities 
and he became a passionate supporter 
of the sister city movement after his 
election to local government of® ce. 
Chambers says, ªCitizens of the smallest 
community, be it in Ireland or Pennsyl-
vania, are totally dependent on each other 
to enjoy a satisfactory quality of life. We 
need farmers to grow our food, bakers to 
bake our bread, shopkeepers to sell us all 
that we need and teachers to educate our 
children¼. If we apply this concept to the 
world in which we live, every country is 
interdependent on each other¼ In a world 
full of poverty, suffering and cruelty, I be-
lieve passionately that we all have a moral 
responsibility to do more than sit in front 
of our TV screens, watching the news and 
saying, `Isn't that awful?' Sister Cities 
International gives us all an opportunity 
and a basis through citizen diplomacy to 
make the world a safer and better place 
in which to raise a family¼Governments 
can shuttle back and forth but our concept 
is people-to-people, one community at a 
time¼ Fifty years on, I am proud to be 
able to say I am part of this movement.º 

Master of 
Ceremonies
  Alan    
  Chambers

Eisenhower Legacy Award for Global Citizenship
Mary Jean Eisenhower, President and CEO, People to People 
International, Inc.

Her grandfather, U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower, sparked 
the growing sister city and people-to-people movements at a 
White House Conference on Citizen Diplomacy held September 
11-12, 1956. Her passionate work and faith in the global citizen 
diplomacy movement shows a boundless dedication to her 
grandfather's ideals.

Humanitarian Partnership Award
Kenneth Behring, Founder and Chairman, The Wheelchair Foundation

Through its `Wheelchairs for Peace' partnership with Sister 
Cities International, the Wheelchair Foundation has distributed 
thousands of wheelchairs to sister city programs, and improved life for 
thousands of disabled people, their families, and their communities. 
Mr. Behring's initiative, leadership and philanthropy demonstrate the 
impact that an individual can truly have on thousands of lives.

Corporate Global Responsibility Award 
Citrix Systems, Inc. ± represented by Mark Templeton, CEO 

The global leader in on-demand access, serving 100 percent of the 
Fortune 100 and 98 percent of the Fortune Global 500, Citrix Systems, 
Inc. will receive the Corporate Global Responsibility Award. Citrix 
Systems Inc. has demonstrated its commitment to global information 
access by helping establish `Cyber Sister City Partnerships' that are 
models for global information technology collaboration. Accepting the 
award on behalf of Citrix Systems Inc. will be CEO Mark Templeton.

Sister Cities International Gala 
Celebrating 50 Years of Global Citizenship

Saturday, July 15, 7:30 p.m.   ·   National Building Museum

Distinguished Leadership Award
Ambassador Andrew Young

Ambassador Andrew Young, former Mayor of Atlanta, former Congressman and former 
Ambassador to the United Nations is the second recipient of the Distinguished Leadership 
Award.  As Mayor of Atlanta, he led the way in helping his mayoral colleagues around 
the country understand how trade affects local economic development.  His sustained 
leadership in energizing the private sector to advance economic development in Africa and 
the Caribbean is a model for international engagement.  Ambassador Young will be leading 
the prestigious Sullivan Summit in Nigeria on July 15 and is unable to be present at the 
gala, so he will accept his award in person at a date to be determined.  
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Michael Beschloss
Author and NBC News 
Presidential Historian

Bus departures 
begin at 6:20 p.m. 
Please be on time. 

Don’t forget your 
dancing shoes!

Youth Exchange & Study 
(YES) Program
Since 2003, the YES Program has 
brought more than 660 students from 
predominantly Islamic countries to live 
with U.S. families and attend school 
for an academic year. Sister Cities 
International organizes and conducts a 
Leadership Summit annually for YES 
students. We are impressed by these 
outstanding and energetic young people, 
who serve as citizen ambassadors of their 
home countries while in the U.S. and 
return home to build cultural bridges of 
understanding. Accepting the award on 
behalf of all YES students will be Maya 
Alkateb from Syria; Hadeel Bayoumi, 
Arab citizen of Israel; Laith Hajarat from 
Jordan; and Sehrish Khan from Pakistan.

Keynote Address

Michael Beschloss is an 
award-winning historian 
and the author of eight 
books, including most 
recently the acclaimed 
New York Times best-seller 
The Conquerors: Roosevelt, 
Truman and the Destruction 
of Hitler's Germany, 1941-
1945, which Amazon.com declared the 
top best-selling history book in America the year it was 
published.
  
Newsweek has called Beschloss ªthe nation's leading 
Presidential historian.º  He was recently appointed 
NBC News Presidential Historian ± the ® rst time any 
major network has created such a position ± and will 
appear regularly on Meet the Press, the Today show, and 
all NBC network programs. He is a regular on Imus in 
the Morning and PBS's The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer.  
He was also recently nominated for an Emmy for his 
role in creating the Discovery Channel series ªDecisions 
that Shook the World,º narrated by Morgan Freeman.  
Beschloss was born in Chicago in 1955.  An alumnus of 
Wil liams College, he is also the only political historian 
of national stature to have an advanced degree from the 
Harvard Business School.  He has been an historian on 
the staff of the Smithsonian Institution (1982-1986), 
a Senior Associate Member at Oxford University in 
England (1986-1987), and a Senior Fellow of the 
Annenberg Foundation in Washington, D.C. (1988-
1996). Beschloss has also written widely acclaimed 
books about events during the presidencies of Lyndon 
B. Johnson, Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, 
George H.W. Bush, and Ronald Reagan. He is currently 
working on a book about major, controversial decisions 
by American presidents (Simon & Schuster, May 2007).

Beschloss holds two honorary doctorates and is the 
recipient of the Order of Lincoln and the Harry S. 
Truman Public Service Award. He is a trustee of the 
White House Historical Association, the National 
Archives Foundation, the Thomas Jefferson Foundation 
(Monticello) and the University of Virginia's Miller 
Center of Public Affairs. He lives in Washington, D.C., 
with his wife Afsaneh, who is President and CEO of 
the Rock Creek Group, a hedge fund of funds, and their 
two sons. 

Laith Hajarat

Hadeel Bayoumi

Maya Alkateb

Sehrish Khan

Young Global Leaders Award

See 
Biographies 
on page 35.
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Mayors Forum on Globalization and 
Local Economic Development
Friday, July 14
2:15 p.m.
Regency Ballroom

Jerry Abramson is the ® rst mayor of 
Louisville Metro, a new city resulting 
from the historic merger of the City of 
Louisville and Jefferson County, Kentucky 
governments in January 2003. Since being 
elected, Abramson has restructured local 
government, while strengthening public 
safety, attracting jobs and investment, 
accelerating a 20-year renaissance 
of downtown, expanding housing 
opportunities, and developing a public-
private partnership to add thousands of 
acres of greenspace to the city's parks 
system. Mayor Abramson was also the 
longest-serving mayor in the former City 
of Louisville's history, holding the of® ce 
from 1985-1998. During his 16 years as 
Mayor, Abramson has served as honorary 
chair of Sister Cities of Louisville, Inc. 
His leadership in sister city activities at 
both local and international levels led 
to his being elected to the Sister Cities 
International Board of Directors where 
he served from 1994 to 2000. Mayor 
Abramson has been named Kentucky's 
best civic leader ® ve times by Kentucky 
Monthly magazine; Public Of® cial of the 
Year by Governing magazine; one of the 
Top 20 Mayors in America by U.S. News 
& World Report, and one of the Top 25 
Most Dynamic Mayors in America by 
Newsweek. 

Moderator
Achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals through City to City Cooperation
Thursday, July 13
2:30 p.m.
Congressional A

Mayor Kay Barnes was elected in March 
1999 as Kansas City's ® rst woman mayor, 
and was reelected in March 2003. She 
brings to the of® ce extensive experience as 
an elected of® cial, community volunteer, 
businesswoman and pioneer in women's 
organizations. Mayor Barnes ® rst became 
interested in public service in the late 
1960s, working as a volunteer and then 
as a paid staff member for the Cross-Lines 
Cooperative Council. She helped found 
the Women's Resource Service at the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City and 
developed multicultural women's speaking 
panels. In 1974, she became one of two 
women on the Jackson County Legislature 
and was elected to the City Council in 
1979. For 23 years, Mayor Barnes was 
president of Kay Waldo, Inc., a human 
resources development ® rm. She co-hosted 
and produced a cable television talk show, 
ªLet's Talk,º focusing on multicultural 
issues. Mayor Barnes holds a Bachelor 
of Science degree in secondary education 
from the University of Kansas and Masters 
degrees in secondary education and in 
public administration and organizational 
behavior from UMKC. She currently 
serves as co-chair of the US Conference of 
Mayors Small Business/Partner America" 
Task Force and is a member of the 
Conference's Community Development 
and Housing Standing Committee. She 
also serves on the National Advisory 
Council of Fannie Mae. 

Jerry Abramson
Mayor of Louisville 
Metro, Kentucky

Kay Barnes
Mayor of 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

A Conference Stage
Sherman Banks
President, Board 
of Directors, 
Sister Cities 
International

Opening Ceremony
Thursday, July 13
7:50 a.m. 
Regency Ballroom

Sherman Banks has served as the 
President of Sister Cities International's 
Board of Directors since July 2004.  He 
is an international economic development 
and tourism consultant. He was appointed 
to the Little Rock Sister Cities Commission 
in 1997 and is of® cial liaison to Little 
Rock's sister city of Ragusa, Italy.  He co-
led with Mary Jean Eisenhower the Sister 
Cities International Partnership and Peace 
Tour to Morocco in March 2006 and was 
a delegate on the People to People peace 
mission to Egypt in 2005.  Also active 
in Rotary International, he led a group 
study exchange to Italy.  In his professional 
life, Banks has developed agricultural, 
economic, tourism, trade and political 
programs in 20 countries, including 
Germany, the Russian Federation, 
and Sudan.  He was the international 
economic development director for 
the Little Rock Regional Chamber of 
Commerce and directed the international 
economic development and tourism plan 
for the Little Rock Convention Bureau.  
Banks was President of the Leadership 
Roundtable of Arkansas from 1990-94 
and was appointed to the Defense Advisory 
Committee for Women in the Armed 
Services by the Secretary of Defense and 
served on that Committee from 1995 
to 1998.
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Opening Ceremony
Thursday, July 13
7:50 a.m. 
Regency Ballroom

Judith Cline - Her singing has been 
described as ªsecure and sumptuous.º 
A graduate of Drake University, the 
University of Southern California, and 
Washington University in St. Louis, she has 
sung in concert halls across North America, 
Europe, South America and the Middle 
East, with ensembles such as the Richmond 
Symphony, the St. Louis Symphony 
Chamber Players, the San Francisco 
Contemporary Music Players, and the 
Roanoke Symphony. She released a critically 
acclaimed CD devoted to the art songs of 
women composers, ªA Sampler in Song.º 
Dr. Cline serves as Professor of Music and 
Chairperson of the Department of Music at 
Hollins University in Roanoke, Virginia. 

Wil liam Krause - Bill Krause's multi-
faceted career in music includes research, 
teaching, performing and management. 
Currently Assistant Professor of Music at 
Hollins University, he earned his Ph.D. in 
musicology from Washington University 
in St. Louis.  He has served as executive 
director of a variety of arts organizations 
in addition to offering performances on 
the classical guitar and lute. Dr. Krause is 
currently preparing an upcoming publication 
with Oxford University Press, a book on the 
life and works of Spanish composer, Federico 
Moreno Torroba.

Editor's Note: As members the Roanoke Valley 
Sister Cities Organization, Judith and Bill have 
traveled to Florianopolis, Brazil where they 
presented master classes and performances. 

Judith Cline & 
Wil liam Krause
Vocalist and 
Instrumentalist

A Conference Stage

Humanitarian Partnership Award

Sister Cities International Gala
Saturday, July 15
7:30 p.m.
National Building Museum

Kenneth E. Behring is Founder and 
Chairman of the Wheelchair Foundation, 
which he established in 2000. Since then, 
tens of thousands of wheelchairs have 
been delivered to disabled citizens on ® ve 
continents. He began his career as an 
automobile dealer in Wisconsin and entered 
the world of real estate development in the 
1960's. Over the course of the next 35 
years, his companies created numerous 
planned communities in Florida and 
California, including the world-renowned 
Blackhawk development near San 
Francisco. Behring founded the Blackhawk 
Museum and the Behring-Hofmann 
Educational Institute in Blackhawk, 
California, to bene® t the San Francisco 
East Bay region. In 1997, he pledged $20 
million to the Smithsonian Museum of 
Natural History, and in 2000 he pledged 
an additional $80 million to rebuild the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of 
American History. Ken and Patricia, his 
wife of 56 years, reside in Blackhawk, 
California. They have ® ve sons and ten 
grandchildren. Through its `Wheelchairs 
for Peace' partnership with Sister Cities 
International, the Wheelchair Foundation 
has distributed thousands of wheelchairs to 
sister city programs, and improved life for 
thousands of disabled people, their families, 
and their communities. Mr. Behring's 
initiative, leadership and philanthropy 
demonstrate the impact that an individual 
can truly have on thousands of lives.

Kenneth E. 
Behring
Founder and 
Chairman
The Wheelchair 
Foundation

A Musical Tribute to Citizen Diplomats
Saturday, July 15
1:00 p.m.
The Warner Theatre

Cheik Hamala Diabate is the co-founder 
of The Manding Cultural Institute, Inc., 
a performing arts group. He also performs 
with The Manding Cultural Ensemble 
and The Diabate Family Ensemble. 
Cheik is also a member of the Manding 
griot tradition of Mali in West Africa. 
A griot is a storyteller, a keeper of history, 
an advisor, and an entertainer, with 
history dating back to the 13th century 
during Mali's Golden Age. The Cheik 
Hamala Diabate Ensemble is a group 
of men and women dancing (some on 
stilts!), playing traditional djembe drums 
and the ngoni lute. The group will be 
performing four songs, including songs 
from Guinea, Senegal, and Nigeria. 
The songs from Guinea and Senegal 
are traditionally played at gatherings to 
make people happy. The Cheik Hamala 
Diabate Ensemble will also play a song 
that describes healthy people as being free 
from enemies, and sickness as the only 
true enemy. Another song they will play 
is about how people no longer listen to or 
trust the media, yet they trust musicians 
and the griots. Getting the chance to 
experience Cheik Hamala Diabate and 
his acclaimed performing arts group is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for those 
intrigued by traditional West African 
culture!

Cheik Hamala 
Diabate
Co-Founder, 
The Manding 
Cultural Institute



- 27 - 

Mayors Roundtable on Globalization 
and International Tourism
Friday, July 14
3:30 p.m.
Capitol B

Roger Dow is the President & CEO 
of the Travel Industry Association of 
America (TIA), whose 2,000+ member 
organizations represent every component of 
the $645 billion U.S. travel industry. TIA 
is headquartered in Washington, D.C. 
Roger joined TIA in 2005 after a 34 year 
career at Marriott International, where 
he was Senior Vice President, Global and 
Field Sales, leading Marriott's 10,000-
person worldwide sales organization. 
Roger Dow is taking the travel industry 
on what he calls a critical and exciting 
journey. His mission is to help the industry 
come together as a single, great choir, all 
singing the same song with its many and 
diverse voices. His goal is to see one-plus-
one equal three, four, ® ve or even 100 
as the industry leverages this enormous 
partnership potential to grow and prosper 
more than it could as a collection of 
individual entities. Dow believes the 
industry has an imperative to help elected 
leaders at every level understand the power 
of travel to energize economies, grow 
relationships, build understanding, and 
create opportunities. He also emphatically 
urges the industry to strike the word, 
ªrecoveryº from its vocabulary ± ªWe need 
to come together to soar and not be content 
with the status-quo,º Dow says.

Plenary Session: The Challenges and 
Opportunities of Global Citizenship
Thursday, July 13
10:00 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

Joseph Duffey is Senior Vice President 
of Laureate Education, Inc., where he is 
responsible for education and academic 
quality, and coordinates the development 
of Laureate university network programs 
and partnerships worldwide. Before 
joining Laureate, Dr. Duffey was 
director of the U.S. Information Agency, 
a position to which he was appointed 
by President William Clinton in 1993.  
He previously served as president of 
American University in Washington, 
D.C., and was chancellor of the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
from 1982 to 1991, during which time 
he was also elected as president of the 
four-campus UMass system.  Dr. Duffey 
was Assistant Secretary of State for 
Educational and Cultural Affairs and 
Chairman of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities under Presidents 
Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan. He 
has also served as a member of the faculty 
at Yale University, as a fellow of the 
JFK School of Government at Harvard 
University, and as a U.S. delegate to 
the General Conferences of the United 
Nations Educational, Scienti® c and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
Dr. Duffey is a graduate of Marshall 
University, and has received graduate 
degrees from Yale University, Andover 
Newton Theological School and the 
Hartford Seminary Foundation. 

Roger Dow
President and 
Chief Executive 
Of® cer of the 
Travel Industry 
Association of 
America (TIA)

Joseph Duffey
Senior Vice 
President
Laureate 
Education, Inc.

A Conference Stage

Eisenhower Legacy Award for 
Global Citizenship

Opening Ceremony
Thursday, July 13
7:50 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

Mary Jean Eisenhower, President & CEO 
of People to People International (PTPI), 
was born in Washington, D.C. during 
her grandfather, Dwight Eisenhower's 
® rst term as U.S. President. She was 
christened in the Blue Room of the White 
House and grew up in Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. Since joining PTPI, Mary 
has visited more than 40 countries. In 
1999 she started PTPI's Friendship Fund 
inspired by an orphanage in Morocco. 
The fund is a way for people to help the 
friends and facilities they visit throughout 
the world and help a Chapter network 
assist each other. Currently she is focused 
on a pilot project involving Peace Camps 
for youth and adults that will bring people 
from diverse areas together to discuss 
issues & reach a better understanding. 
Other focuses include the eradication of 
landmines and disability issues. Recently 
she completed a Fellowship at Stanford 
University. Her grandfather, U.S. 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower, sparked 
the growing sister city and people-to-people 
movements at a White House Conference 
on Citizen Diplomacy held September 11-
12, 1956. Her passionate work and faith 
in the global citizen diplomacy movement 
shows a boundless dedication to her 
grandfather's ideals.

Mary Jean
Eisenhower
President & Chief 
Executive Of® cer
People to People 
International, Inc.
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Opening Ceremony, National Summit 
on Citizen Diplomacy Spokesperson
Thursday, July 13
7:50 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

Ambassador Kenton Keith is Senior 
Vice President of Meridian International 
Center, a post he assumed after a career 
as a Foreign Service Of® cer with the 
United State's Information Agency 
(USIA). His primary responsibility 
at Meridian is management of the 
professional exchange activities associated 
with the State Department's International 
Visitor Program. He retired from USIA 
with the rank of Career Minister. At the 
time of his retirement, Ambassador Keith 
was Director of USIA's Of® ce of North 
African, Near Eastern and South Asian 
Affairs, managing ® eld operations, public 
diplomacy activities and budget. From 
1992 to 1995 he served as Ambassador to 
the State of Qatar. Previous assignments 
were Counselor for Press and Cultural 
Affairs in Cairo, Senior Cultural Affairs 
Of® cer in Paris, and posts in the Near 
East and Brazil. In 2001, Keith was 
recalled to the Department of State to 
serve as Special Envoy to Islamabad 
where he set up and directed the Coalition 
Information Center in Pakistan, serving 
as spokesman for the U.S. led coalition 
during major combat operations in 
Afghanistan. A native of Kansas City, 
Missouri, Keith is a graduate of the 
University of Kansas with a major in 
International Relations and is married 
with two grown children. 

Opening Plenary Session
Thursday, July 13
9:15 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

Congressman Jim Kolbe is serving his 
eleventh term in the United States House 
of Representatives. He was ® rst sworn 
into Congress in 1985, and represents the 
people of Arizona's Eighth Congressional 
District. His keen interest in international 
affairs began during a one year global 
educational course while attending 
college. Kolbe has a Bachelor of Arts 
in political science from Northwestern 
University and an M.B.A. in economics 
from Stanford University. He served as 
a Lieutenant in the United States Navy 
from 1965-1969 where he served a year's 
tour of duty in Vietnam. Kolbe began his 
political career in 1976 as an Arizona 
State Senator and is the acknowledged 
Republican leader for free trade and 
open markets, as well as a leader and 
proponent of immigration reform and 
strengthening border security. A member 
of the House Appropriations Committee, 
he is Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Foreign Operations, Export Financing 
and Related Programs which funds most 
U.S. foreign aid programs, including the 
Agency for International Development; 
the Peace Corps, and development 
banks including the North American 
Development Bank. He received a 
Distinguished Leadership Award from 
Sister Cities International in 2004.

Ambassador 
Kenton Keith
Senior Vice 
President
Meridian 
International 
Center

Jim Kolbe
Member of 
Congress
Eighth 
Congressional 
District, Arizona

A Conference Stage

Mayors Roundtable on Innovative 
Technology and Economic Development
Friday, July 14
3:30 p.m.
Capitol A

Traver Gruen-Kennedy is Vice President 
at DayJet Corporation where he is 
responsible for government relations, 
industry groups and community affairs. 
Gruen-Kennedy founded the Digital 
Development Partnership (DDP) in 2001. 
The DDP narrows the digital divide by 
optimizing the social and economic impact 
of information and communications 
technology initiatives for underserved 
communities. DDP focuses on projects in 
developing communities in the U.S. and 
their sister cities. It supports the Millennium 
Development Goals in cooperation with 
the Sister Cities International Network 
for Sustainable Development, the United 
Nations and the World Bank. In 2000 as 
Chair of the ASP Industry Consortium, 
Gruen-Kennedy initiated digital access 
to intellectual property and the defense 
of rights of authorship by founding the 
ASP Arbitration, Mediation and Dispute 
Resolution Center in cooperation with 
the UN's World Intellectual Property 
Organization. The result was the largest 
public-private partnership in the history 
of the UN with 800 corporations and 
175 signatory nations participating. Prior 
to DayJet, Gruen-Kennedy was Chief 
Strategist at Citrix Systems. His opinions 
and views appear regularly in the Wall 
Street Journal, Financial Times, CNN, 
CNBC and Fortune magazine.

Traver 
Gruen-Kennedy
Vice President, 
DayJet Corporation
Founder, Digital 
Development 
Partnership
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Mayors Forum on Globalization and 
Economic Development
Friday, July 14
2:15 p.m.
Regency Ballroom

Ronald O. Loveridge is in an 
unprecedented fourth term as Mayor 
of Riverside. Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger appointed the Mayor to 
the California Air Resources Board and 
he also serves on the Board of Directors 
of the National League of Cities and is a 
former president of the California League 
of Cities. A political science professor at 
the University of California-Riverside 
since 1965, Mayor Loveridge is  a 
downtown historic homeowner, an avid 
reader and hiking enthusiast. When not 
running a meeting or discussing political 
philosophy, he enjoys a brisk walk daily 
on Mount Rubidoux. He shares his 
devotion to Riverside with his wife of 
44 years, Marsha. Both have dedicated 
numerous hours to such worthy causes 
as the Dickens Festival, the Riverside 
Arts Foundation, and the Riverside 
County Philharmonic. Together, they 
have raised two daughters. The recipient 
of many community awards, Loveridge 
has been honored by organizations such 
as the American Planning Association, 
the United Way and the Youth Service 
Center. In 2004, he received the 
Leadership Award for Public Service from 
the International Economic Development 
Council. His most recent honor is the 
Tom Bradley Leadership Award from 
the National Association of Regional 
Councils. 

A Musical Tribute to 
Citizen Diplomats
Saturday, July 15
1:00 p.m.
The Warner Theatre

No one remembers when the neighbors 
started calling the McCutcheons to 
complain about the loud singing from 
young John's bedroom. It didn't seem to 
do much good, though. For, after a shaky, 
lopsided battle between piano lessons and 
baseball (he was a mediocre pianist and 
an all-star catcher), he had ªfound his 
voiceº thanks to a cheap mail-order guitar 
and a used book of chords. From such 
inauspicious beginnings, John McCutcheon 
has emerged as one of our most respected 
and loved folksingers and has ® ve Grammy 
nominations. As an instrumentalist, he is 
a master of a dozen different traditional 
instruments. His songwriting has been 
hailed by critics and singers around the 
globe. And his commitment to grassroots 
political organizations has put him on the 
front lines of many of the issues important 
to communities and workers. He launched 
the ® rst-ever joint tour of a Russian and 
an American folksinger with 1991's 
U.S.-U.S.S.R. Friendship Tour, 
headlined ® ve different festivals in 
Australia, and toured Nicaragua on behalf 
of a children's literacy program. People of 
every generation and background seem to 
feel at home in a concert hall when John 
McCutcheon takes the stage, with what 
critics describe as ªlittle feats of magic,º 
ªbreathtaking in their ease and grace,º 
and ªlike a conversation with an 
illuminating old friend.º

John 
McCutcheon
Singer & 
Musician

Ronald O. 
Loveridge
Mayor of 
Riverside, 
California

A Conference Stage

Mayors Roundtable on International 
Economic Development Strategies
Friday, July 14 
3:30 p.m.
Columbia C

Claire McLeveighn is the Director of 
External Affairs and International 
Relations for the City of Atlanta. She 
oversees the city's government relations 
on the state, federal and regional levels 
and directs the international programs 
and activities of the Mayor's Of® ce.  
McLeveighn staffs the Atlanta Sister 
Cities Commission on behalf of Mayor 
Franklin, providing leadership and 
guidance to the City's 18 sister cities 
committees. She also serves as the point 
of contact for Atlanta's permanent and 
honorary consulates and bi-national 
chambers of commerce, and international 
trade of® ces. McLeveighn is a charter 
member of Protocol and Diplomacy, 
International/National Protocol 
Of® cers Association and serves on its 
Board of Directors. She is also on the 
Board of Directors for the World Trade 
Center-Atlanta and the International 
Association of Caribbean Organizations.  
McLeveighn is a member of the Atlanta 
chapter of the National Association 
of Chinese Americans. She earned 
a Bachelor of Arts in sociology from 
Brown University and a Masters degree 
from Columbia University School of 
International and Public Affairs.

Claire 
McLeveighn
Director of 
External Affairs 
and International 
Relations
City of Atlanta
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Presidential Luncheon
Friday, July 14
12:30 p.m.
Regency Ballroom

Norman Y. Mineta is the longest serving 
Secretary in the history of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. President 
George W. Bush, Honorary Chairman of 
Sister Cities International, asked Secretary 
Mineta to speak at the Presidential 
Luncheon because he is attending the 
G-8 meeting in Russia. He was the ® rst 
Asian-American Cabinet member during 
the Clinton administration, and the ® rst 
Cabinet member to transfer directly from 
a Democratic to a Republican Cabinet.  
Mineta oversees an agency with almost 
60,000 employees and a $61.6 billion 
budget. Prior to joining President Bush's 
administration, Secretary Mineta served 
as U.S. Secretary of Commerce under 
President Clinton. He was vice president 
of Lockheed Martin Corporation prior to 
joining the Commerce Department. From 
1975 to 1995, he served as a member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, representing 
the heart of California's Silicon Valley. 
Secretary Mineta and his family were 
among the 120,000 Americans of Japanese 
ancestry forced from their homes and into 
internment camps during World War II. 
After graduating from the University of 
California at Berkeley, Secretary Mineta 
joined the Army in 1953 and served as an 
intelligence of® cer in Japan and Korea. He 
joined his father in the Mineta Insurance 
Agency before entering politics in San Jose, 
serving as a member of its City Council from 
1967 to 1971 and as mayor from 1971 to 
1974. He was a leader in forging sister city 
relationships during his time in local of® ce.  

Norman Y. 
Mineta
Secretary, 
U.S. Department 
of  Transportation

Islamic Peace and Friendship Dialogue
Friday, July 14
10:00 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

Mary Palko, a diverse social and 
business entrepreneur, is very active in 
community and international affairs.  
She is the founder and has served as 
Chair of the following: Texas Sister 
Cities International, Fort Worth Sister 
Cities International, Fort Worth 
League of Neighborhoods, The Human 
Source Foundation, and the Palmea 
Corporation. Palko was Sister Cities 
National Volunteer of the Year in 2000. 
Her board service includes the Fort Worth 
Chamber of Commerce International 
Economic Development Board, Fort 
Worth's Economic Diversi® cation Board, 
and the Fort Worth Convention and 
Visitor's Bureau Board. Palko was chair 
of the 1987 Sister Cities International 
Conference in Fort Worth; the ® rst 
State Coordinator for Texas; the founder 
and ® rst Chair of the National State 
Coordinators Committee; and Vice 
President of the Board of Directors for 
Sister Cities International. Palko is a 
founding board member of the Protocol 
Of® cers Association. She is frequently 
called upon by foreign governments as a 
sister city expert. Palko has two grown 
children, one grandson and resides in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

Mary Palko
Chair, Sister 
Cities International 
Islamic Peace and 
Friendship Initiative 
Task Force, and
Sister Cities 
International 
Global Envoy

Diplomatic Breakfast
Friday, July 14
8:30 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

Dina Habib Powell is Assistant Secretary 
of State for Educational and Cultural 
Affairs, and also serves as Deputy 
Under Secretary and principal deputy to 
Ambassador Karen Hughes, the Under 
Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy 
and Public Affairs. Assistant Secretary 
Powell leads the Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs (ECA), the team 
that administers exchange programs 
that are among the most effective tools 
of public diplomacy. These include 
the Fulbright Scholarship Program, 
the International Visitor Leadership 
Program, and the Youth Exchange and 
Study Program. Previously, Assistant 
Secretary Powell served as Assistant to 
the President for Presidential Personnel. 
Assistant Secretary Powell has been 
Director of Congressional Affairs for the 
Republican National Committee and 
was a staff member of then-U.S. House 
Majority Leader Dick Armey 
(R-TX). She is currently a Term 
Member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations and a Member of the World 
Economic Forum's Young Global 
Leaders. An honors graduate of the 
University of Texas at Austin, she 
has a Bachelor of Arts in Humanities. 
Assistant Secretary Powell was born in 
Cairo, Egypt.

Dina Habib 
Powell
Assistant Secretary 
of State for 
Educational and 
Cultural Affairs

A Conference Stage
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The Challenges and Opportunities of 
Global Citizenship
Thursday, July 13
10:00 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

Keith Reinhard is Chairman of DDB 
Worldwide, which ranks among the 
world's largest and most creative 
advertising agency networks with 206 
of® ces in 96 countries. In 2004 Reinhard 
founded Business for Diplomatic Action, 
Inc., a not-for-pro® t private sector effort 
to enlist the U.S. business community in 
actions aimed at improving the standing 
of America in the world.  As president of 
this organization, Reinhard has testi® ed 
to the U.S. Congress and has been 
broadly featured in the media, from the 
BBC to CNN to The Daily Show and 
in publications such as The Economist, 
The Atlantic, The New York Times, 
and The Financial Times.  As a working 
creative man, Reinhard was responsible 
for McDonald's ªYou Deserve a Break 
Todayº and for the Big Mac tongue 
twister, ªTwo-all-beef-patties-special-
sauce-lettuce-cheese-pickles-onions-on 
a sesame seed bun.º  He also penned 
State Farm's long running theme, ªJust 
Like a Good Neighbor, State Farm is 
There.º  Advertising Age has referred 
to Keith Reinhard as the advertising 
industry's ªsoft-spoken visionaryº and in 
1999 named him as one of the top 100 
industry in ̄uentials in advertising history.  
Reinhard and his wife, Rose-Lee, live in 
Manhattan.

Keith Reinhard
Chairman, 
DDB Worldwide
President, 
Business for 
Diplomatic Action

A Conference Stage

Islamic Peace and Friendship Initiative
Friday, July 14
10:00 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

Joe Rice served as the mayor of Glendale, 
Colorado, from 1996-2003 when he 
resigned after being called to active duty 
with the Army Reserve. Lieutenant 
Colonel Joe Rice served in Iraq from 
March 2003 to April 2004 working as 
a member of the team assigned to form 
and advise the Baghdad City Council.  
He served a second tour in Iraq from 
October 2005 to February 2006 advising 
U.S. Forces on interactions with Iraqi 
citizens. Rice maintains contact with 
the people he met in Baghdad through 
volunteer involvement with the Baghdad-
Denver Region Partnership, part of the 
Sister Cities International ªInternational 
Partners for Peaceº initiative in Iraq.  
This is a public-private partnership 
initiated in 2004 designed to strengthen 
relationships between ® ve U.S. and 
Iraqi communities. Programs include 
exchanges, trainings, and reciprocal 
learning. Rice now lives in Littleton, 
Colorado, with his wife Kendall, 
® ve-year-old twins Harrison and 
Alexandria, and ten-month-old Dalton.  
Rice works as a consultant and is 
a candidate for the Colorado State 
Legislature in November 2006. 
  

Joe Rice
Consultant

Opening Ceremony
Thursday, July 13
7:50 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

Shirley Rivens-Smith is chairperson of the 
D.C.-Dakar Capital Cities Friendship 
Council, Inc. and President of the U.S. 
Africa Sister Cities Foundation, Inc.  
She served in Mayor Marion Barry's 
Ombudsman Of® ce from 1995-1998 and 
since 1998 has been the ® nance manager 
for the United Planning Organization in 
Washington, D.C. Rivens-Smith holds 
an M.B.A. in ® nance and a Bachelor of 
Science in accounting from the University 
of the District of Columbia. She spent 
most of her career in administrative and 
® nance positions at the University of the 
District of Columbia, retiring from that 
institution in 1994. She is very active in 
her community and is on the Board of 
Directors for Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority ± Federal City Alumnae Chapter 
and serves as co-chair of its social action 
committee. Rivens-Smith also serves 
on the board of the Martin Luther King 
Commission and is founder of the Voter 
Education Program Institute. She is a 
former board member and treasurer of 
Sister Cities International. Rivens-Smith 
has a daughter and three grandchildren

Shirley 
Rivens-Smith
Co-Chair, 
50th Anniversary 
Task Force
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Roundtable on Innovative Technology 
and Economic Development
Friday, July 14
3:30 p.m.
Capitol A

Ron Sege is President and Chief 
Executive Of® cer of Tropos Networks, 
a company that delivers ubiquitous, 
metro-scale Wi-Fi mesh network 
systems. He has worked personally 
with many of these customers, 
including chiefs of police, Mayor's 
of® ces, state redevelopment agencies 
and city managers to understand 
their needs and requirements and to 
help maximize their use of wireless 
broadband technology. Tropos Networks 
currently has 300 municipal and 
service provider customers.  Over the 
course of his career, Sege has spoken at 
more than 60 major telecom industry 
events and has more than 20 years 
of experience managing high-growth, 
disruptive businesses in the networking 
industry, and an exemplary track record 
of leading those businesses through 
remarkable growth. He previously 
served as CEO of Ellacoya Networks 
and as President of U.S. Operations 
for Terra Lycos, where he consolidated 
a series of acquisitions into the ªLycos 
Network.º Prior to joining Lycos, he 
spent 10 years at 3Com Corporation, 
most recently as Senior Vice President 
of one of three business units within the 
$6 billion revenue company. 

Ron Sege
President & CEO
Tropos Networks

The Challenges and Opportunities 
of Global Citizenship
Thursday, July 13
10:00 a.m.
Regency Ballroom 

Ron Somers is the President of the US-
India Business Council (USIBC), 
established in 1975, and comprised of 
more than 160 of the top U.S. companies 
investing in India. The USIBC serves 
as the primary link between U.S. and 
Indian companies, promoting open 
access, free trade, and the strengthening 
of commercial relations between the 
two countries. Somers recently served 
as Unocal Corporation's chief executive 
in India, developing commercial 
opportunities in India's emerging energy 
market. Previously, Somers served as 
Managing Director for India on behalf of 
Cogentrix Energy, tasked with setting up 
a 1000 mega-watt electric power project 
in the Indian state of Karnataka. 
A seasoned India-hand having spent 
11 years resident in India, Somers has 
served on the Board of Directors of 
Hindustan Oil Exploration Company, 
India's ® rst private sector oil exploration 
company, as well as on the Board of the 
United States Educational Foundation 
in India, which oversees the country's 
Fulbright Scholarship endowment. Somers 
holds a Masters of Arts degree, which 
he earned from Lincoln College, Oxford 
University, and has an Honors degree 
from Middlebury College in Vermont. 

Ron Somers
President, 
U.S.-India 
Business Council

A Conference Stage

Corporate Global 
Responsibility Award 

Sister Cities International Gala
Saturday, July 15
7:30 p.m.
National Building Museum

Mark B. Templeton is president and chief 
executive of® cer of Citrix Systems, Inc. 
He joined Citrix as vice president for 
marketing in 1995 and was appointed 
president in 1998 and CEO in 1999. Over 
the past three years, Templeton has led the 
evolution of Citrix from a company with 
a single product, customer segment, and 
go-to-market path to a global powerhouse 
with multiple products, business models, 
customer segments, and go-to-market 
channels. Citrix has more than 3,100 
employees who help more than 160,000 
organizations worldwide ± including all 
of the Fortune 100 and 98 percent of 
the Fortune Global 500 ± achieve their 
business goals with the Citrix Access 
Platform. Templeton holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in product design from North Carolina 
State University and an M.B.A. from the 
University of Virginia's Darden School of 
Business. Templeton and his wife, Yvonne, 
have three children and reside in Delray 
Beach, Florida. The global leader in on-
demand access, Citrix Systems, Inc. has 
demonstrated its commitment to global 
information access by helping establish 
ªCyber Sister City Partnershipsº that are 
models for global information technology 
collaboration. 

Mark B. 
Templeton
President & CEO
Citrix Systems Inc.
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Achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals through City-to-City Cooperation
Thursday, July 13
2:30 p.m.
Congressional A

Dr. Jacobus Christiaan de Villiers 
(M.B.A., Ph.D.) is associated with 
the Graduate School of Business at the 
University of Stellenbosch in South 
Africa where he teaches in the ® elds 
of strategy and marketing. He is also 
associated with the School of Public 
Management and Planning at the 
same university, and has acted as a 
consultant to national, provincial, and 
local governments in South Africa in 
the ® elds of local international relations, 
tourism marketing and development, 
and customer service. In addition, his 
work and consulting experience covers 
a wide range of industries including 
broadcasting, banking, insurance, food, 
wine, services and the non-pro® t sector. 
His Ph.D. study dealt speci® cally with 
the international relations of South 
African provinces, cities and towns with 
foreign partners, and the success factors 
of twinning relationships.

Dr. J.C. 
de Villiers
Graduate School 
of Business
University of 
Stellenbosch

A Conference Stage

Mayors Roundtable on 
International Tourism
Friday, July 14
3:30 p.m.
Capitol B

Mark Walton is the Executive 
Vice President for Sponsorship and 
Development for The Africa Channel, 
a cable network providing English 
language programs from the African 
continent. Walton has 20 years of 
experience in advertising sales, TV 
and ® lm distribution, marketing and 
general management. Before joining 
The Africa Channel, Walton was 
President and CEO of Onyx Media 
Group International, Inc., a New York-
based advertising sales and TV program 
distribution company that he co-founded.
Walton also served as Vice President 
of Marketing and a founding partner 
in the ® lm distribution company KJM3 
Entertainment Group and spent 10 years 
with the CBS Television Network. He 
was the ® rst management trainee at the 
network.  By the time he left CBS, 
Walton was responsible for marketing 
network television news, daytime, late 
night and children's programs to a roster 
of major advertisers and their ad agencies 
with billings in excess of $75 million.  
Sister Cities International and The 
Africa Channel are allies in promoting, 
strengthening, and expanding sister 
city partnerships in Africa and have 
linked to create Sister Schools Africa 
to give students greater opportunities to 
understand the African continent.

Mark Walton
Executive Vice 
President for 
Sponsorship and 
Development
The Africa 
Channel

Opening Ceremony
Thursday, July 13
7:50 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

The Honorable Anthony A. Williams 
served as the Chief Financial Of® cer 
(CFO) of the District of Columbia 
from October 1995 to June 1998. 
Appointed by Mayor Marion Barry to 
lead the District to ® nancial recovery, 
Williams restored ® scal accountability 
for District agencies and balanced the 
city's budget. Resigning as CFO, he 
was elected mayor in November 1998 
and re-elected in 2002. Prior to joining 
the District government, Williams was 
the ® rst Chief Financial Of® cer for 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
appointed by President Bill Clinton and 
con® rmed by the U.S. Senate. He also 
served as the Deputy State Comptroller 
of Connecticut, Executive Director of the 
Community Development Agency in St. 
Louis, Assistant Director of the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority, and Adjunct 
Professor at Columbia University. He 
was elected to the New Haven Board of 
Aldermen, where he served as President 
Pro-Tempore. Williams served as 
President of the National League of Cities 
in 2005. Born in Los Angeles, he holds a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in political science 
from Yale College, a juris doctorate from 
Harvard Law and a masters degree in 
public policy from the Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University. He 
and his wife, Diane, live in Ward 2. They 
have one daughter, Asantewa Foster. 

Anthony A. 
Wil liams
Mayor of the 
District of 
Columbia
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Mayors Roundtable on 
International Tourism
Friday, July 14
3:30 p.m.
Capitol B

Vincent A. Wol® ngton is Chairman of 
the World Travel and Tourism Council 
(WTTC) and Chairman Emeritus of 
Carey International, Inc. WTTC's 
mission is to raise awareness of the full 
economic impact of one of the world's 
largest generators of wealth and jobs ± 
travel and tourism. Carey International 
operates the world's largest chauffeured 
vehicle service network. with operations 
in over 480 cities in 75 countries. 
During Wol® ngton's tenure as Chairman 
of the Board and CEO, he expanded 
Carey from a company offering services 
in six cities in the United States to a 
system offering services in every major 
city of the world. He is a member of 
the Board of the U.S. Travel Business 
Roundtable and has served as a member 
of the Board of Advisors of the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies. 
Wol® ngton graduated from Georgetown 
University in 1962 and resides in Jupiter 
Island, Florida; Washington, D.C. and 
Hyannis Port, Massachusetts. He and 
his wife, Alicia have ® ve children.

Vin cent A. 
Wol® ngton                                                                       
Chairman, World 
Travel & Tourism 
Council Chairman 
Emeritus Carey 
International, Inc.

The Challenges and Opportunities 
of Global Citizenship
Thursday, July 13
10:00 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

Warren Wright is Managing Partner for 
The Gallup Organization. He leads The 
Gallup Government Group, a division 
that combines the scienti® c advancements 
of psychology, sociology, computing 
and statistics to achieve new insights 
for governments and non-governmental 
organizations worldwide. He is also 
Managing Partner in charge of sales 
and marketing of Gallup's World Poll, 
the largest on-going polling project in 
the world, surveying 97 percent of the 
world's population in 140 countries. 
Prior to opening the Gallup Cleveland 
of® ce in May 2000, Wright was an 
enterprise developer and entrepreneur. 
He developed strategic human resource 
initiatives and contributed to America's 
growth in leading-edge sourcing strategies. 
Wright co-founded Atlanta-based 
Job® nder.com in 1998. His leadership 
roles have included head of sales and 
marketing within Viacom, CBS, and 
Greater Media. Wright is an experienced 
communicator and began his career 
in the radio and television industries. 
Wright received a Bachelor's degree 
in political science from Franklin and 
Marshall College and an M.B.A. with 
the Gallup/University of Nebraska 
Leadership program. Wright resides in 
Shaker Heights, Ohio with his wife and 
two children, and works out of Gallup's 
Washington, D.C. of® ces.

Warren Wright
Managing Partner
The Gallup 
Organization

A Conference Stage

Master of Ceremonies
General 50th Anniversary 
Conference Events

Jane Wood has been involved with 
international programs in Jacksonville, 
Florida, for the past 18 years. She 
has been an active member of the 
Jacksonville Sister Cities Association 
since 1988, serving as that organization's 
president for three years and also 
serves on the Sister Cities International 
Board of Directors. Wood has more 
than 26 years of experience working 
with nonpro® t organizations, with 
a background in communications, 
community relations, and developing 
educational programs. She was the 
Educational Programming Coordinator 
for Continental Cablevision for 10 years 
and the Community Affairs Manager 
at MediaOne for two years. She has 
produced numerous television shows 
and series, many of which have won 
national awards. Wood received her 
undergraduate degree at the University 
of Florida, and a Masters degree in 
Education from the University of North 
Florida. In 2004, Wood published a 
children's book called ªVoices in St. 
Augustine.º She is married to Terry 
Wood, who served on the Jacksonville 
City Council for 20 years.  

Jane R. Wood
Co-Chair, 
50th Anniversary 
Task Force
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Youth Exchange and Study Program (YES)
Young Global Leaders Award  ·   Sister Cities International Gala

Saturday, July 15 ·  7:30 p.m.  ·  National Building Museum

Maya Alkateb 

Maya Alkateb comes from Damascus, Syria and was recruited for the program by AMIDEAST. Maya was hosted by the 
Ptizen family in San Antonio, Texas for the 2004 academic year and attended Clark High School. Since returning home, Maya 
has been a leader within the Syrian YES alumni chapter, organizing an alumni yahoo group to keep in touch with other alumni 
and with the current students on-program. She has been active in volunteering at her school and in her community. Through 
coordination with classmates, her school and local authorities, she began a recycling project at her school, which is Z. Arsouzy 
High School. She is currently volunteering with the Red Crescent in Damascus where she teaches music classes to students at the 
School of Rehabilitation for the Blind in Damascus.    

Hadeel Bayoumi

Hadeel Bayoumi is Palestinian and comes from Haifa, Israel. She was recruited for the program by the International Education 
and Resource Network (iEARN). Hadeel was hosted by the Jackson family in Spring® eld, Oregon for the 2005 academic year 
and attended Spring® eld High School. Since returning home, she started a service project at her school. She felt the need to 
encourage volunteer work in her school and began by volunteering to teach younger students who were struggling in their English 
classes. She has also been active in pre-departure orientations for YES students, and she made presentations to the new YES 
group to share her experience as a YES alumna.

Laith Hajarat 

Laith Hajarat comes from Amman, Jordan and was recruited for the program by AMIDEAST.  Laith was hosted by the Pavloff 
family in West Chester, Pennsylvania for the 2004 academic year and attended Unionville High School. As the only YES 
alumnus from Jordan after the ® rst year of the YES program, Laith rose to the challenge of starting an alumni chapter single-
handedly. He made a number of presentations about his experience being a YES student, including one at an International 
Education Week reception with 150 attendees. Laith also joined Maya Alkateb and other alumni in the region in presenting at 
the iEARN bridge conference in Amman. He has been instrumental in leading student discussions at re-entry and pre-departure 
workshops for other YES participants and was chosen to sit on the interview panel during selection for the 2007 YES cohort. 

Sehrish Khan

Sehrish Khan comes from Karachi, Pakistan and was recruited for the program by the International Education and Resource 
Network (iEARN). Sehrish was hosted by the Shamim family in Gaithersburg, Maryland for the 2004 academic year 
and attended Stratford High School. Sehrish has been a leader of the Pakistani YES alumni group, organizing students for 
international videoconferencing, spearheading environmental service programs, and volunteering in local schools. Since 
returning home, Sehrish has been volunterring at a school called Nai Roshni in Karachi teaching poor children. She has visited 
Darulsakoon, a home for special children several times and has worked with mentally disabled people. She is also working with an 
environmental association at her college.

* These outstanding young people were scholarship students on the Youth Exchange and Study Program administered by AYUSA Global 
Youth Exchange.

Visits to Capitol Hill 
Delegates participating in the visits to Capitol Hill will advocate for the 
Sister Cities International 50th Anniversary legislation. These delegates 
will meet with Congressional or Senate of® ces in a historic grassroots 
effort to increase the number of citizen exchanges between the U.S. and 
communities abroad. Meetings were scheduled only for those who indicated 
they would be participating. If you are going to Capitol Hill, please refer 
to the personalized information packet provided with your registration 
information. This packet includes details about your mandatory brie® ng 
session and other information you will need.

Extend a Warm Welcome to 
Global Youth Delegates
More than 200 youth are participating in the ® rst 
International Youth Summit on Global Citizenship hosted at 
The George Washington University. They will join us during 
our visits to Capitol Hill on Thursday afternoon and at the 
reception on Thursday evening. They will also be with us at 
the Embassy Receptions on Friday evening. Please go out of 
your way to meet these young people from all over the globe. 

A Conference Stage
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Thank you to Union Station for hosting our 2006 Showcase, 
July 1-15, 2006 in commemoration of 

our 50th Anniversary Conference.

See entries from this year's Showcase of Young 
Artists in one of Washington, D.C.'s most historic 
attractions: Union Station. The majority of this 
year's entries will be on display at Union Station 
from June 30th through July 16th. 

View artwork created by young people ages 13-
18 expressing their hopes for a more peaceful 
and understanding world. Since 1988, the Sister 
Cities International Showcase of Young Artists 
has encouraged youth from around the globe to 
consider the mission of Sister Cities International 
to promote peace through mutual respect, 
understanding, and cooperation through one 
individual, one community at a time. 

Enjoy a free walking tour of Union Station to see 
this year's entries. Union Station is located at 40 
Massachusetts Avenue, N.E., Washington D.C. 
20002, which is about three blocks from the Hyatt 
Regency Washington on Capitol Hill. It is within 
walking distance of the hotel. Taxi fare is about $5.50 
(plus tip) each way.

Only  Three Blocks  from the Confere nce Hotel ! 

FREE EVENT!

See the Showcase of Young Artists at 
Historic Union Station

“What Does Global Citizenship Look Like?”
July 1-15, 2006
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Dick Neuheisel
Jim Amato                                              
Kevin Hill

Thelma Press   
Michael Curd 
Tom Miner

George Hamm                 
Mayor Carty Finkbeiner                         

Mac Riley
Henry Cole                 
Jeff Figler                                               

Hans Vielberth
Sandra McCormick                       

Ann Galloway           

Sister Cities Foundation 
and its 

Board of Directors

salutes
Sister Cities International

for 50 years of Promoting
Friendship and Goodwill

Around the World!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Chekhov, Russia ± Saratoga Springs, NY 

Svetlana Ivanovna Kachurina
Igor Nikolayevich Lavrov
Irina Vasilyevna Shpagina

Larisa Anatolyevna Supronyuk

Perm, Russia ± Louisville, KY 
Mariya Fedorovna Batuyeva

Natalya Valentinovna Mikhailova
Kseniya Sergeyevna Zlobina
Svetlana Albertovna Zotina

Sochi, Russia ± Long Beach, CA
Tatyana Vladimirovna Pustovit 

Yelena Konstantinovna Udalova
Eleonora Nikolayevna Druzhinina

Yelena Vladimirovna Sharafutdinova

Zheleznogorsk, Russia ± Blount County, TN
Gennadiy Yakovlevich Bakhovtsev 

Natalya Ivanovna Solovyeva
Inna Igorevna Akimova

Olga Olegovna Tinyakova 

 
 

The Academy for Educational Development
and Sister Cities International Welcome the 
Open World Program delegates attending 
the 50th Anniversary Conference!

The Open World Program, sponsored by the Open World Leadership Center 
at the Library of Congress, enables emerging leaders from Russia and other 
Eurasian countries to experience American democracy and civil society in 
action. The program brings groups of delegates, accompanied by a facilitator, 
for ten-day theme-based visits to the United States. 

Academy for Educational Development

For more information, visit www.openworld.gov 
or contact 202.347.8630 or info@sister-cities.org
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Special Workshops & Best Practices
Achieving the Millennium Development Goals through City-to-City Partnerships
Thursday, July 13  ·  2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  ·  Congressional A/B
Workshop Partner: World Bank Institute

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are a set of international development goals adopted by the United Nations in 2000. City-
to-City cooperation is the development of strategic partnerships between two or more communities in an effort to exchange information, 
ideas, technical assistance, training and other pertinent activities related to sustainable development. Sister city programs have a unique 
opportunity to use existing and new relationships to achieve the MDGs at the grass roots level.  In this unique session, the focus is on how 
City-to-City partnerships can: (1) Be strategically recognized by national and international development agencies as an important and cost 
effective development tool in advancing and achieving the MDGs. (2) Create a global community-based movement that engages hundreds 
of thousands of local leaders and citizens in achieving the MDGs and the basic tenets of good governance. (3) Enhance the transparency 
and accountability of local governments in developing countries through South-South partnerships and the use of e-governance as a 
transparency tool. (4) Develop, strengthen, and sustain South-South partnerships. Participants will make recommendations regarding City-to-
City cooperation to United Cities and Local Governments and other international organizations.

Mayors Forum on Globalization & Local Economic Development
Friday, July 14  ·  2:15 p.m.  ·  Regency Ballroom
Sponsor: International Council of Shopping Centers

Globalization is the most important issue facing cities in the 21st century. Sister city programs can play a crucial role in international 
engagement in communities around the globe. A plenary session forum will introduce the key points to consider in promoting international 
engagement and feature successful examples of ªlocalº international strategies. The roundtables are designed to give mayors, council 
members, and other of® cials a platform for discussing the speci® cs of programs and strategies they may wish to pursue and adapt for their 
communities. The forum and roundtables will focus on: (1) Identifying how globalization is bringing new strategic opportunities in the areas 
of job creation, downtown development, waterfront development, education and the arts. (2) Capitalizing on the new ªtechnologiesº that 
will give cities and their citizens a competitive advantage in the global marketplace, and will bring maximum and affordable bene® ts to all 
citizens. (3) Capitalizing on the ever increasing opportunities to enhance local economic development through international tourism. 

Forum Option: Mayors Roundtables - 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Innovative Technology
Capitol A 
Sponsor: Tropos Networks  

Volunteerism & Citizen Diplomacy in Russia
Saturday, July 15  ·  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  ·  Columbia C
Sponsor: Academy for Educational Development and the Open World Leadership Center

In the United States, volunteers are found in almost every enterprise, they come from all walks of life, and in many cases are looking not 
only to help others, but also to learn more about their own community, their neighbors and the world they live in.  Nevertheless, in some 
countries, the idea of volunteerism is unknown or not a regular part of one's culture or socialization.  Because of this, visitors to the United 
States are often surprised to learn that many citizens in the United States freely give their time, money or labor to help out with a myriad 
of causes.  It is this spirit of volunteerism that is the founding hallmark of the sister cities movement. An important goal for Sister Cities 
International is to assist its international members in developing a citizen volunteer component to their sister city programs.  In Russia, 
some very interesting issues related to ªvolunteer demographicsº exist.  Most people of retirement age in Russia struggle to make ends meet 
due to an inef® cient government pension system. This makes retired people largely unavailable for volunteering. Likely volunteers are 
adult professionals and youth ± but incentives are needed to bring in people who are busy and have full-time jobs and other commitments. 
Participants will discuss the importance of citizen diplomacy in a globalizing world and address issues facing volunteerism in Russia.

International Tourism
Capitol B
Sponsor: Japan National Tourism Association

Incorporating an International Perspective into 
Local Economic Development Strategies
Columbia C
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Best Practices Showcase
Friday, July 13  ·  3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Congressional A-E

Ever wonder how other sister city programs work, 
what kinds of projects they do, or what efforts 
have been successful? This is your chance to ® nd 
an answer. Explore exhibits of successful sister city 
programs and projects in these and other categories: 
Arts & Culture, Communications, Fundraising, 
Humanitarian Assistance, Membership, Sustainable 
Development, and Youth & Education. Find a map 
with exhibit details at the showcase entrance. This list of 
exhibitors is subject to change: 

The National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy
The National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy is being held in conjunction with 
the Sister Cities International 50th Anniversary Conference and is sponsored 
by the Coalition for Citizen Diplomacy (CCD). Sister Cities International is a 
charter member of CCD, a group of more than one hundred leaders representing 
U.S. organizations committed to building peace through the active and sustained 
international engagement of Americans at home and abroad. The opening 
ceremony, the opening plenary sessions, and the luncheons on Thursday and 
Friday plus the opening reception on Thursday evening are joint Summit 
and Conference events. Conference registrants from communities that held 
Community Summits on Citizen Diplomacy are welcome to participate in the 
National Summit-only sessions on Thursday and Friday (see program schedule for 
details; attendance is limited due to meeting room space restrictions). The National 
Summit is the focal point of CCD's national campaign to increase dramatically 
the ability of Americans to engage with the global community through people-
to-people contacts that foster international dialogue and exchanges. Sister Cities 
International has played a key role in this campaign, which includes the ® fty 
Community Summits on Citizen Diplomacy held in 2005 and 2006.  

Opening Session 
Wednesday, July 12  ·  4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  ·  Ticonderoga

Workshop Sessions - Thursday, July 13  

10:15 a.m. - Planting the Seeds: Organizing and Sustaining Community Summits  
12:15 p.m. Columbia C

  The Way Forward: Future Directions for Citizen Diplomacy  
  Congressional C/D/E

2:30 p.m. - Planting the Seeds: Organizing and Sustaining Community Summits  
4:00 p.m.  Columbia C

  The Way Forward: Future Directions for Citizen Diplomacy  
  Congressional C/D/E

Wrap-Up Session
Friday, July 14  ·  10:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  ·  Capitol A/B
Chaired by the Honorable Harriet Mayor Fulbright

Islamic Peace & Friendship Initative Dialogue  
Friday, July 14  ·  10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Regency Ballroom

The Islamic Peace and Friendship Initiative has resulted in a 33 percent increase 
in the number of U.S. communities with sister city relationships in predominantly 
Islamic countries. The Partners for Peace Program, the Islamic dialogues during 
the community summits on citizen diplomacy, and the Morocco Peace and 
Friendship Tour have helped communities expand and increase partnerships with 
predominantly Islamic countries. During this session, the chair of the Islamic Peace 
and Friendship Initiative will provide an update. A diverse group of Muslims and 
non-Muslims with experience in predominantly Islamic sister city partnerships will 
discuss how sister city programs can expand existing partnerships and increase the 
number of partnerships with predominantly Islamic communities. Speakers for this 
insightful session include a mayor from Israel, a mayor from the West Bank and 
Gaza, a U.S. Army reservist with two tours of duty in Iraq, an Israeli Arab student 
and a student from Pakistan.   

Academy for Educational Development/Open World 
     Leadership Center
The Africa Channel
Asheville, North Carolina
AYUSA Global Youth Exchange
Blount County, Tennessee
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Charlotte, North Carolina
Chicago, Illinois
Coral Gables, Florida 
Denver Regional Council of Governments, Colorado
Denver, Colorado 
Des Moines, Iowa  
Embassy of Egypt
Fishers, Indiana
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Fort Worth, Texas
General Tours
Hollywood, Florida
Embassy of Hungary
India Tourism
Embassy of Japan
Japan National Tourism Organization
Kansas City, Missouri
Lakeland, Florida
Laredo, Texas
Lexington, Kentucky
Louisville, Kentucky
Maui, Hawaii
Mesa, Arizona
Noblesville, Indiana
Omaha, Nebraska
Organization of American States
Palm Desert, California
Pasadena, California
Prince George's County, Maryland
Rice Lake, Wisconsin
Roanoke, Virginia
City of St. Petersburg, Florida
San Diego, California
Santa Clara, California
Saratoga Springs, New York
Scottsbluff, Nebraska
Sebastopol, California
Sister Cities International
South African Tourism
The September Concerts
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
State of Maryland
Tempe, Arizona
Tewksbury, New Jersey
Tulsa, Oklahoma
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Wheelchair Foundation
Wil mington, Delaware
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His Excellency Zhou Wenzhong
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the People's Republic of China to the United 
States of America

Ambassador Zhou Wenzhong was born in the 
eastern province of Jiangsu in 1945 and is a 
university graduate. He began his career as a 
staff member in the Beijing Diplomatic Service 
Bureau of the People's Republic of China in 
1970.  In 1974-1975, he studied in the United 
Kingdom at Bath University and the London 
School of Economics. Upon his return to China, 
he served in the Department of Translation and 
Interpretation in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
In 1978, he came to the United States as Third 
Secretary and thus was one of the very ® rst 
Embassy staff present when the United States 
and China established diplomatic relations on 
January 1, 1979.  He served in the U.S. until 
1983 when he returned to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and then became Deputy Consul General 
in San Francisco in 1987. He has served as 
Ambassador to Barbados, Antigua and Barbuda, 
and Australia, Consul General in Los Angeles, 
and Minister at the Embassy to the United 
States.  From 2003-2005, he was Vice Minister 
of Foreign Affairs.  In 2005, he was appointed 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the People's Republic of China to the United 
States of America. Ambassador Zhou is married 
and has one daughter.

His Excellency Nabil Fahmy
Ambassador of the Arab Republic of 
Egypt to the United States of America

Nabil Fahmy became ambassador of Egypt 
to the United States on November 29, 1999.  
Ambassador Fahmy has had a long and 
distinguished diplomatic career with a focus 
on curbing nuclear proliferation. He began his 
career in 1974 in the Cabinet of the secretary 
of the president for external communications, 
and then served as a political of® cer in the 
Cabinet of Egypt's vice president. In 1976, 
he began his work in the Cabinet of the 
minister of foreign affairs. From 1978 until 
1982, he was the second secretary of the 
Egyptian Mission to the United Nations 
for the Conference on Disarmament. He 
continued his work on disarmament and 
peaceful nuclear energy issues with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 1982 until 
1984.  In 1986, he became the ® rst secretary 
to the United Nations and later counselor. 
In 1991, he became the senior disarmament 
of® cial for the Department of International 
Organizations in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. He quickly rose to the position of 
Counselor and remained until 1995. In 1997 
he was appointed ambassador to Japan and 
in January 1999, he became a member of the 
U.N. Secretary General's Advisory Board on 
Disarmament Matters.  Ambassador Fahmy 
has a BS and an MA in management from 
the American University in Cairo.  He is 
married with two daughters and one son.

His Excellency Andr#s Simonyi
Ambassador of Hungary to the United 
States of America

Ambassador Andr#s Simonyi has served 
as Hungary's Ambassador to the United 
States since 2002. He is also vice-president 
of the Hungarian Atlantic Council. He 
holds a Ph.D. in political science from 
Karl Marx University of Economics (now 
Budapest Corvinus University). Ambassador 
Simonyi was the ® rst Hungarian Permanent 
Representative to NATO and was a key 
player in preparing Hungarian membership 
in NATO. He initiated the stationing of 
U.S. troops as part of NATO's peacekeeping 
mission in Bosnia. The Ambassador joined 
the Foreign Ministry in 1989 and worked as 
a personal assistant to the Foreign Minister.  
Before that he had worked in the foreign 
relations department of the now-defunct 
Socialist Workers Party. In the 1980s, he 
worked with different organizations in the 
® eld of youth exchange. In addition to his 
diplomatic accomplishments, he has made a 
name for himself as a rock and roll musician.  
His Washington-based band, the ªCoalition 
of the Willing,º has performed throughout the 
United States, including the House of Blues 
in Cleveland where he raised $150,000 for 
Katrina victims and at Walter Reed Military 
Hospital in honor of coalition troops. He is 
married to Nada Pejak and has two children.

Your Hosts for the Embassy Cultural Receptions
People’s Republic of China Egypt Hungary
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Your Hosts for the Embassy Cultural Receptions

His Excellency Ronen Sen
Ambassador of India to the United States 
of America

Ambassador Ronen Sen was born on 
April 9, 1944. After graduation, he 
joined the Indian Foreign Service in July 
1966. From May 1968 to July 1984, 
he served in Indian Missions/Posts in 
Moscow, San Francisco and Dhaka and in 
the Ministry of External Affairs. He has 
also been Secretary to the Atomic Energy 
Commission of India. Ambassador Sen 
was Joint Secretary to the Prime Minister 
of India from January 1986 to July 1991, 
responsible for Foreign Affairs, Defense 
and Science & Technology. He previously 
served as Ambassador to Mexico, the 
Russian Federation, and Germany and 
was High Commissioner to the United 
Kingdom from May 2002 to April 
2004. Ambassador Sen participated in 
summit meetings in the United Nations, 
Commonwealth, Non-Aligned Movement, 
Six Nation Five Continent Peace Initiative, 
South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation, IAEA, G-15 and other 
forums and also in over 160 bilateral 
summit meetings. He is married and has 
one daughter. He assumed the post of 
Ambassador of India to the United States 
of America in August 2004.

His Excellency Giovanni Castellaneta
Ambassador of Italy to the United States 
of America 

Ambassador Giovanni (ªGianniº) Castellaneta 
has served as Foreign Policy Advisor to the 
Italian Prime Minister since May 2001. 
He graduated from the Faculty of Law 
of the University of Rome ªLa Sapienzaº 
and joined the Italian Foreign Service in 
1967. Ambassador Castellaneta was posted 
in Somalia, France, and Portugal until 1976 
when he returned to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs at the European Affairs Desk. In 1978, 
he was appointed Chief of Staff to the Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He 
then held posts in Geneva and France before 
becoming spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. He has also served as the Ambassador 
to Iran, Special Coordinator for the Italian 
Reconstruction Program for Albania and 
Ambassador to Australia.  In 2001 he was 
chosen by the Italian Prime Minister to serve 
as his Foreign Policy Adviser and received the 
rank of Ambassador of Italy in January 2002.  
Ambassador Castellaneta has been Personal 
Representative (ªSherpaº) of the Italian 
Prime Minister for the G-8 Summits. He was 
bestowed with the highest Italian award, the 
Great Cross of the Order of Merit of the Italian 
Republic. He became Ambassador of Italy to 
the United States of America in October 2005. 

His Excellency Ryozo Kato
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Japan to the United States 
of America

Ambassador Kato was born in Saitama 
Prefecture, Japan in 1941. He passed his 
Higher Diplomatic Service Examination in 
1964 and in 1965 graduated from the Tokyo 
University Faculty of Law and entered the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Among the many 
posts that he has held during his distinguished 
diplomatic career are Deputy Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Director-General of the 
Foreign Policy Bureau, Consul-General of 
Japan in San Francisco and Minister of the 
Embassy of Japan in the United States. He 
has served in his current position since 2001. 
Ambassador Kato is married to Hanayo 
and they have three children. Two of the 
Ambassador's great interests are baseball 
and bird watching. In a ªJapan Nowº 
article he re ̄ected on how his enthusiasm 
for these activities has helped him become 
acquainted with important people in the 
US. He and President Bush talk about 
baseball whenever they meet and he enjoys 
being with fellow birdwatchers Sandra Day 
O'Connor and Ambassador Robert Zoellick. 
In a recent interview, the Ambassador said 
this about relations with the United States: 
ªI believe that the strength of the US-Japan 
relationship comes down to people-to-people 
communication and mutual respect.º 

 

India Italy Japan
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His Excellency Jose Miguel Insulza
Secretary General of the Organization of 
American States

Jos% Miguel Insulza became OAS Secretary 
General in May 2005. A lawyer by training 
with a law degree from the University of 
Chile, he did postgraduate studies at the Latin 
American Social Sciences Faculty (FLACSO) 
and has a master's in political science from 
the University of Michigan. Insulza began 
his career in academia and until 1973 he was 
Professor of Political Theory at the University 
of Chile and of Political Science at Chile's 
Catholic University.  Following the coup 
that brought General Augusto Pinochet into 
power, Insulza went into exile for 15 years.  In 
1988, after Chileans voted against Pinochet's 
continued rule, he returned to his home 
country and helped to lead a political movement 
toward democratic elections in 1990.  Insulza 
has held a number of high-level government 
posts: Chilean Ambassador for International 
Cooperation, Director of Multilateral Economic 
Affairs,  Vice President of the International 
Cooperation Agency,  Under-Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Minister of the Interior and Vice President 
of the Republic. Born on June 2, 1943, he is 
married to Georgina N<=ez Reyes, whom he 
met during his exile in Mexico, and has three 
children: Francisca, Javier and Daniel.

His Excellency Yuri V. Ushakov
Ambassador Extraordinary & 
Plenipotentiary 
Ambassador of the Russian Federation 
to the United States of America

Ambassador Ushakov was born in Moscow 
in 1947. He graduated from the Moscow 
Institute of International Relations in 1970 
and then joined the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the USSR.  From 1970-1986, 
he held posts in the Soviet Embassy to 
Denmark, in the Ministry's Scandinavian 
Department and in the General Secretariat.  
He received his Ph.D. in history from the 
department of post-graduate studies of 
the Diplomatic Academy. Ambassador 
Ushakov has served as Director of the 
Department of All European Cooperation, 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative 
of the Russian Federation to the 
Organization of Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, and Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. In January 1999, he was appointed 
Ambassador to the United States and he 
also serves as the Permanent Observer to 
the Organization of American States.  He 
is married with one daughter and is  ̄uent in 
English and Danish.

Her Excellency Barbara Masekela
Ambassador of the Republic of South Africa 
to the United States of America

Diplomatic Breakfast and Plenary Session
Friday, July 14 - 8:30 a.m. 
Regency Ballroom

Barbara Masekela became Ambassador of South 
Africa to the United States on September 8, 
2003. Ambassador Masekela previously served 
as executive director for public and corporate 
affairs for De Beers Consolidated Mines, a 
job she retired from in March 2003. She also 
previously served as a trustee of the Nelson 
Mandela Children's Fund and the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation. Beginning in 1999, 
Ambassador Maskela held various executive and 
non-executive directorships, including director of 
the Standard Bank of South Africa, the South 
African Broadcasting Corporation and the 
International Marketing Council. She also served 
as ambassador to France and UNESCO (1995-
99). After Nelson Mandela was released from 
prison, Ambassador Masekela served as his chief 
of staff (1990-94). She also founded the African 
National Congress Of® ce of Arts and Culture 
and served as its secretary for seven years. In 
addition, she was an assistant professor of English 
literature at the Staten Island Community 
College in New York and at Rutgers University 
in New Jersey. Ambassador Masekela studied 
in South Africa and Zambia, and received a 
bachelor's degree from the University of Ohio. 

Your Hosts for the Embassy Cultural Receptions
Organization of 
American StatesRussian Federation South Africa
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Board of Directors

Sherman Banks Mimi Barker Steve Beinke Frederick Blanton

Jo Anna Edgerton Ann Geiger

Georgianna McLeod

Pat Fallin

Pat Buchanan

Alan Chambers

Eddy Remy

Michael Hyatt Heather Jones

Mae Ferguson

Frank Britt

Brad Cole

Kathleen Roche-TanseyBill Stafford

Jean Van Buskirk

Enda Brennan

Luigi Campos

Saida Moussadaq

Jane Wood

Not Pictured

Nancy Huppert

Board of Directors

President
Sherman Banks 

1st Vice President 
Mae Ferguson

2nd Vice President
Pat Fallin 

Treasurer 
Michael Hyatt 

Secretary 
Kathleen Roche-Tansey

Executive Committee 
Alan Chambers

Executive Committee 
Jane Wood

Ethics Of® cer
Frederick Blanton

State Coordinator 
Representative 

Ann Geiger

Ambassador Association 
Representative
Heather Jones

Youth Representative
Luigi Campos
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State Coordinators

Paula West
Arizona 

Judi E. Dietz
Arkansas

Doris Morse
California (N)

Bill Gavitt
California (S)

Pat Fallin
Colorado

Reta Brudd
Illinois (N)

Josephine C. Wittenauer
Illinois (S)

Henry Cole
Indiana

Ann Geiger
Iowa

Kay Sargent
Kentucky

Barbara J. Davis
Maryland

Dolores Puente Strand
Minnesota

Gerry Wenner 
Minnesota

Jane Tublin
New Jersey

Ken Richards
North Carolina

Robert Bensing
Pennsylvania

Jerry Foy
South Dakota

Peggy Wright
Tennessee

Mayor Richard Robb
West Virginia

Alexander P. Durtka, Jr.
Wisconsin

Not Pictured
State Coordinators

Carla Shull, Kansas
Angie Kinworthy, Missouri

Margaret Dike, New Mexico
Ruth Hodges Fraser, Virginia

Jerry Glaser, Ohio
Priscilla Harris, Oklahoma

Mollie Means, Oregon
Dianne Egan, Texas

Jennifer Andelin, Utah
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Honorary Board

Jim Amato Tony Anderson Randy Avon Henry Cole Richard Donohue Stelle Feuers

John Henry Fullen Jose Luis Garcia Roxana Goin Glenn Gray Ruth Hashimoto Rob Heuermann Launa Kowalski

David Lisk Elena Lu Sandra McCormick William Mitchell Congresswoman 
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Charles Nelson

Richard Neuheisel
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Pat Sanders
Ray Schultz

Amanda Wash
Linda Whitton

Dorothy Zammit

Robert Bensing

Sister Cities International
Global Envoys

Sharon ReceveurMary PalkoNancy Huppert
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Brian Smith

Thelma Press Brian Propp John Raeside Shirley Rivens-SmithRodger Randle

Ethelda Singer Chuck Stokke Robert Swart Tom Ten Hoeve Georgianne Thomas

James Turner Hans Vielberth Paula West Charles Wheeler

Sister Cities International Staff
Tim Honey, Executive Director

Emily Carter, Communications Coordinator
Matthew J. Corso, Director, Network for Sustainable Development

Cindy de Sales, Director of Conferences and Meetings
Arina ªArishaº Dmitrieva , Open World Program Manager

Tracy Green, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant
Ali Kaker , Technology Director

Amy Kohlbrecher, Membership Director & State Coordinator Liaison
Ami Neiberger-Miller, Communications Director

Lynn Olson, 50th Anniversary Project Director
Andrei Pinto, Finance Director

Danielle Ramirez, Sustainable Development Program Manager
Bethany Rehling, Youth Coordinator

Phyllis Warren-Briggs, Director of Development
Christina P. Wesson, Membership Coordinator
Swathi Veeravalli, Special Projects Coordinator

Lindsay Wilson, Conference Coordinator & Board of Directors Liaison
Vik tor Zikas, Development Coordinator

Mary Palko

Jane Tublin

Honorary Board, continued
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Supporters & Partners

  50 th  Anniversary Community Partners
We are grateful to these municipalities and individuals who have 
joined with Sister Cities International in helping produce a historic 
50th Anniversary program.

Bay County Sister Cities
Blount County Sister City Organization
City of Boston, Massachusetts
Carson Sister Cities Association
Covington & Burling
City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Jeannie & David Foster
City of Hampton, Virginia
Ann M. Heinz
City of Hollywood, Florida
Oliver & Rachel Holmes
John C. & Mary T. Honey
Imalgam, Inc.
Jacksonville Sister Cities Association
Sister Cities of Jasper, Indiana
City of Kansas City, Missouri
Kansas City International Affairs & Trade Of® ce
Kettering Ohio Sister City Committee
Of® ce of the Secretary of State of Maryland
City of North Little Rock, Arkansas
Palm Desert Sister Cities
Phoenix Sister Cities Commission
Seattle Sister Cities
Brian R. Smith
Charles & Luella Stokke
Tempe Sister Cities Organization
James R. Turner
Sister Cities of Vandalia, Ohio
City of Virginia Beach, Virginia

  50 th  Anniversary Conference Partners
Sister Cities International's 50th Anniversary Celebration has 
the help of companies, organizations and individuals who are 
sponsoring events at this conference.

Gold Partners

Citrix Systems, Inc.
Harrison Middleton University
Hewlett-Packard Company
International Council of Shopping Centers
PADCO|AECOM
United Airlines

Silver Partners

American Express
Greater Fort Lauderdale Sister Cities International
The George Washington University
ICMA Retirement Corporation
Sister Cities Foundation
Tropos Networks

Bronze Partners

Abercrombie & Kent Egypt
The Africa Channel
Black & Veatch
The Boeing Company
Chicago Sister Cities International 
    Program, Inc. & Milan Program
Close Up Foundation
Fort Worth Sister Cities International
City of Hollywood, Florida
Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill
India Tourism
International Mayors Communication Centre
Japan National Tourist Organization, New York
City of Kansas City, Missouri
Laureate International Universities
The McGraw-Hill Companies and Standard & Poor's
Open World Leadership Center/AED
Marilyn Porter
St. Louis Center for International Relations
St. Louis Sister Cities
Starbucks Coffee Company
Stone Garden Vineyards
Tempe Sister City Corporation
Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A.
UBS
Union Station, Washington, D.C.
US India Business Council
Wheelchair Foundation
World Bank Institute

Friends

ABCO 100
Americans for the Arts
Arkansas Municipal League and the City of Little Rock 
    Mayor's Of® ce
AYUSA
CH2M Hill
City of Dearborn, Michigan
EgyptAir
Ann Galloway
General Tours

r

r
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Embassy Partners

Sister Cities International thanks the ambassadors of these 
countries who are welcoming our delegates to their embassies.

Embassy of the People's Republic of China
Embassy of Egypt
Embassy of Hungary
Embassy of India
Embassy of Italy
Embassy of Japan
Embassy of the Russian Federation
Embassy of the Republic of South Africa
Organization of American States

  Sister Cities International Partners

Program Partners

Academy for Educational Development
The Africa Channel*
Alliance for International Educational and Cultural Exchange
AYUSA Global Youth Exchange*
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, 
     U.S. Department of State
Citrix Systems, Inc.*
Close-Up Foundation*
Coalition for American Leadership Abroad
Coalition for Citizen Diplomacy
Covington & Burling
Harrison Middleton University*
Hewlett Packard*
iEARN USA
International Council of Shopping Centers*
PADCO|AECOM *
People to People International, Inc.
The September Concert Foundation
Sister Cities Foundation*

Margaret C. Honey
City of Laredo, Texas
Merrill Lynch
Sister City Program of the City of New York, Inc.
North American Airlines
NYC & Company
Palmea Ltd.
People to People Ambassador Programs
Phoenix Sister Cities Commission, Inc.
McDonald's Corporation
Abderrahim Raja
City of St. Petersburg, Florida
SoCal Chapter of Sister Cities International
Steppingstone LLC
Taj Hotels Resorts and Palaces
US Doctors for Africa
Dorothy Zammit

Standard and Poor's
Toyota Motor Sales USA*
UN-HABITAT
Wheelchair Foundation*
World Bank Institute*

International and National Association Partners

The Australian Sister Cities Association
Chinese People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries
Cites Unies France
International City/County Management Association
Japan Local Government Center
Korea Local Government Center
Local Government International Bureau, UK
Association of Mexican Municipalities
Municipal Association of Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil
National Association of Counties
National League of Cities
Society of Local Authority Chief Executives
Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities of Yugoslavia
Union of Local Authorities in Israel
Union of Russian Cities
United States Conference of Mayors

State League Partners

Arkansas Municipal League
League of California Cities
Colorado Municipal League
Connecticut Conference of Municipalities
Florida League of Cities 
Indiana Association of Cities and Towns
Kentucky League of Cities
Maine Municipal Association
Michigan Municipal League
New Jersey State League of Municipalities
New Mexico Municipal League
Ohio Municipal League
Pennsylvania League of Cities and Municipalities
Municipal Association of South Carolina
Texas Municipal League
Virginia Municipal League
Association of Washington Cities

*also a 50th Anniversary Conference Partner
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50th Anniversary Award ........................................7-8, 21
50th Anniversary Commemorative Book .......................8
50th Anniversary Community Partners ........................52
50th Anniversary Conference Partners ........................52
50th Anniversary Initiatives ........................................7-8
Abramson, Jerry ...........................................................25
The Africa Channel ........................................33, 41, 53
Annual Awards Winners ........................................18-21
Annual Conference 2007 ............................................55
Annual Meeting Notice ..............................................12
Auction ..........................................................................9
Banks, Sherman .................................................4, 25, 46
Barnes, Kay ..................................................................25
Beals, Alan ...................................................................17
Behring, Ken ..........................................................22, 26
Beschloss, Michael .......................................................23
Best Practices Showcase ..............................................41
Board of Directors ........................................................46
Butler Books ...................................................................8
Candidates (Board of Directors) ..................................12
Capitol Hill Visits ........................................................35
Chambers, Alan ...........................................................22
Cline, Judith ................................................................26
Clothing/Dress/What to Wear .....................................11
Community Summits on Citizen Diplomacy ................8
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Diabate, Chiek Hamale ...............................................26
Dietary Restrictions .....................................................10
Dow, Roger ...................................................................27
Duffey, Joseph............................................................... 27
Eisenhower, Mary Jean ...........................................22, 27
Eisenhower, President Dwight D. ..................................2
Embassy of the People's Republic of China .................42
Embassy of Egypt  .........................................................42
Embassy of Hungary  .................................................... 42
Embassy of India  .........................................................43
Embassy of Italy  ...........................................................43
Embassy of Japan  .........................................................43
Embassy of the Russian Federation ..............................44
Embassy of the Republic of South Africa ....................44
Emergencies .................................................................11
Evaluation & Feedback ..................................................9
Feinstein, Dianne ...........................................................6
Food  .............................................................................10
Gala  ........................................................................22-23
Global Envoys ..............................................................48
Gruen-Kennedy, Trevor ...............................................28
Honorary Board of Directors ..................................48-49
Hospitality Room ...........................................................9
Hotel Floor Plan ..........................................................56
Information Center ........................................................9
International Delegates Help Desk ...............................9
International Delegates (countries) ............................12
Islamic Peace & Friendship Initiative Dialogue ..........41
Keith, Ambassador Kenton .....................................5, 28
Kolbe, Congressman Jim ..............................................28
Krause, William ...........................................................26
Loveridge, Mayor Ron .................................................29
Lugar, Richard G. ...........................................................6
Map (Hyatt Regency) ..................................................56
Marketplace ...................................................................9
McCutcheon, John ......................................................29

McLeveighn, Claire .....................................................29
Meals ............................................................................10
Media ...........................................................................10
Mineta, Norman Y. ......................................................30
National Building Museum ..........................................22
National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy .....................41
Open World Program .............................................39, 40
Organization of American States ................................44
Palko, Mary ..................................................................30
Partners to Sister Cities International .........................53
Photos from the Conference ........................................10
Powell, Dina Habib ......................................................30
Raf ̄e ..............................................................................9
Registration List (registrant contact information) ........9
Registration Room Hours ..............................................9
Reinhard, Keith ...........................................................31
Rice, Joe .......................................................................31
Rivens-Smith, Shirley.............................................. 4, 31
Schedule ..................................................................14-17
Sege, Ron .....................................................................32
September Concerts .................................................7, 41
Showcase of Young Artists ...........................................36
Somers, Ron .................................................................32
Special Assistance ........................................................11
Staff, Sister Cities International ..................................49
State Coordinators .......................................................47
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$25 Gift Certificate 

Sister Cities International Conference 2007

Now that we've celebrated the accomplishments of 
the ® rst 50 years, it's time to roll up our sleeves and 
move into ªThe Next 50 Years of Sister Cities!º

Hundreds of people from around the world will 
converge on the Greater Fort Lauderdale area to 
build on the momentum of the 50th Anniversary 
Celebration.

Located at the Fort Lauderdale Grande Hotel 
& Yacht Club and the Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Broward County Convention Center, delegates 
will be enchanted by the stunning views and the 
community's hospitality.  

Mark your calendars now, and plan to spend some 
extra time enjoying everything the Greater Fort 
Lauderdale area has to offer: shops, dining, sports, 
diving, golf, beaches, nightlife and more!

ªThe Next Fifty Years of Sister Citiesº
July 18-21, 2007

This gift certi® cate is valid for $25 off one full adult registration for the 
2007 Sister Cities International Annual Conference in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. Just return this certi® cate with your registration form next year, 
or enter the code when you register online.  Code: %33316

for 

Sister Cities International 
Annual Conference 2007 

“The Next Fifty Years of Sister Cities”
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

July 18-21, 2007
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Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill Map

Sister Cities International
1301 Pennsylvania Avenue NW Suite 850

Washington, D.C. 20004
Phone 202.347.8630  ·  Fax 202.393.6524

Email  info@sister-cities.org
www.sister-cities.org

CNF-30606001-CH

NEED HELP?
Stop by the Conference 

Information Desk 
in the Regency Foyer


